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Question-that the Chairman do leave
the Chair-put, and a division taken with
the following result:

Ayes ... .. .. 12
Noes .. .. .. 9

Majority

Hon. 0. Balltnginun
Hon. R. 0. Biurgas
Hon. C. E. Dempster
Hon. J. T. Olowrey
Hot. W. T. Loton
Hon1. W. Malay
Holl. E.MoL&Hn aG urtly
Hon. 3. E. Richazrdson
Hon. Sir George Shanton
Hon. Sir E. H. Witte-

for ... a
NoEs.

Hon. 3. D. Connolly
Hon. A- Jameson
Hon. A, a. Jetties
Hon' R. Laurie
non. X. L. Moss
Hon. J. A. Thomson
Ron. B., C. Wood
Hon. J. W. Wright
Mon. B, C. O'Brien

(raisir).

Question thus passed.
The Chairman accordingly left the

Chair, and the Bill lapsed.

ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjourned at 9-1O oclock,

until the next Tuesday.

Thxrsday, 4th December, 1902.

PAr,?.
Questions : Labour Mlarket and Unemployed ... 2678

Espemane Railway, and Shipping Companies... 2578
Abattoits, Kalgoorlie and Boulder.......... 267
Federal c~ustoms Employees, Living Wage ... 2079
Goal Mines Inspection...................24M9

Bill. Friendly Soeee Act Amendment, in Com-
mittee, progress............279

Annual Estimates (resumed), Aborigines vote;
Mines Department (general statement),
debate, progress.................2M8L

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER took the
Chair at 2-3O o'clock, p.m.

PRAYERS.

QUESTION-LABOUR MARKET AND
UNEMPLOYED.

MR. DAGLISH asked the Premier
(without notice): Whether in view of the
present condition of the labour market,

and the likelihood that a, number of ine
employed on the Fremantle Harbon
Works and the Coolgardie Water Suppi:
Scheme will. shortly be dispensed with, i
will inform the other Australiani Govern
ments that WesternAustralia, is at presen
unable to absorb any surplus labour fron
outside, and ask them to make the fac
known through their respective States.

THE PREMIER replied : I could not
on behalf of the Government, undertak
to intimate, as suggested by the question
to the Eastern States the fact that in thi
State there is no employment for thos
who are seeking it. I do not deny tin
we have in our midst, both on the gold
fields and in Perth, a certain number o
unemployed; hut I am glad to think th
great bulk of that body are those no
keenly anxious to obtain work. On th
other hand, those few who are desirous o
obtaining work deserve the sympathy o
the House and the Government. I inti
mated to a deputation some fewv days ag,
that I was entirely opposed to any systen
of relief works; on the other hand, b;
pushing on the works on the Estimates
bona fide works which I believe will corn
maend themselves to Parlianment in orde
to be constructed., this will relieve th
temporary distress, more particulitri
amongst those few deserving considers
tion. The Government could not tak
steps to notify to the Eastern States tha
Western Australia has reached the ful
limit of development and that there
not still room for men able and willinj
to work. Although we have ternporaril '
received a larger number of people thai
we can assimilate within the next fev
months, I am glad to see that thi
country is so strong and buoyant tin
although we may have a few months o
temporary depression, there is amp1

roomi still for men to come to the Stat
and find employment.

QUESTION-ESPEltANCE RAILWAY
AND SHIPPING COMPANIES.

MR, HOPKINS asked the Premier: i
If the intercolonial shipping companie
have offered any bonus or subsidy to th
Government of this State at any time a
an inducement to construct the Esperane
Railway. 2, The cost per annum of mai
services along the Esperamce-to- Gold field
road.

W8 unemployed. [ASSEMBLY.]
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THE PREMIER replied: i, Not that
Iam aware Of. 2, It is a. matter in

connection with which reference should
be made to the Federal Government.

QUESTION -ABATTOIRS, KALGOOR LIE
AND BOULDER.

Mx. HOPRKENS asked the Premier:.
i, If he is aware that the close proximity
of the Kalgoorlie and Boulder slaughter
ya-rds, piggeries, etc., to the centre of
population is highly objectionable and,
in addition, is a, meune to the health of
the people. , If he will provide a sum
on the Supplementary Estimates for the
erection of proper abattoirs and chilling
works to supersede those in use at present.
3, If it was not promised in Clause 17 of
the Governor's Speech that part of last
year's surplus would be used for these
purposes.

THE PREMIER replied: x, The
Centiral Board of Health were advised in
October last that the settlement of the
Boulder was rapidly extending in the
direction of these slaughter houses and
piggeries; but were also advised at theI
same time that the piggeries were all kept
in accordance with the provisions of the
Act, and nuisances were in consequence
diminished. The local health authorities
have ample power to prohibit the keep-
ig of swine within any portion of their

district. 2 and 3, The construction of
abattoirs. in Perth and elsewhere is part
of the Government's policy, and is not
being overlooked.

QUESTION - FEDERAL CUSTOMS EM-
PLOYEES, LIVING WAGE.

MR. HOLMAN asked the Premier: 1,
If he is aware that ini the Customs offices
the Federal Government are paying the
following low wages to temporary em-
ployees :-Clerks, 8s. per day; labourers,
7s. per day, with all holidays stopped,
which reduces their actual earnings by
about I. per day. 2, If he will place the
matter before the Federal authorities, and
assist those employees to get a living rate
of wag.

The PREMIER replied: Hle was not
aware of the fact.

QUESTION-COAL MINES INSPECTION.
Mnt. TAYLOR asked the Minister for

Mines: i, If the inspection at Collie coal

mines is in accordance with the Act. 2,
If the Minister is aware that the system
of ventilation in those mines is considered
by coal4 bewers to be the worst of any
coal mines in Australia. 3, If it is the
intention of the Minister to enforce the
proper ventilation of those -mines.

THEz MINISTER FOR MINES re-
plied: t, Yes. z, No complaints from.
any body or person connected with the
industry have reached the Department.
3, The Act is being enforced.

FRIENDLY SOCIETIES ACT AMEND-
MENT BILL..

On motion by Ma. YELUVERTON, the
House resolve into a Committee for the
purpose of considering the Friendly
Societies Act Amendment Bill, with re-
commendations made by, the select com-
mittee on the Bill.

1WI COMMITTEE.

MR. ILLINGWORTH in the Chair; the
FRamiER in charge.

Clause 1-Short title:-
DR. HICKS: Recently the member

for Boulder (Mr. Hopkins) had said that
one member of the select committee
would continue to call witnesses until the
House rose.

THE PnnRauIE: Better avoid discus-
s~ion at present, and report progress.

DR. HICKS: Whaen the member for
Sussex (Mr. Yelverton) moved that a
farther week's extension be granted to
bring uip the report, the mewmher for
Boulder was manifestly, unjust to him in
saying that one member of the committee

wudcontinue to call1 evidence until the
House rose. The hon. member knew the
facts of the case. When the committee
were appointed, they formally met to dis-
cuss the proceedings, and at that meeting
the member for Boulder, with the assis-
tance of the late member for Han nans
(Mr. Reside), moved that no witnesses be
called.

THE CHrAIAN: The Government
were, he believed, desirous to have pro-
gress reported.

DR. HICKS said he had no objection
to that, but would rather go on with the
Bill, because he was in favounr of the
report brought up by the select com-
mittee.

MR. HOPKINS: Naturally; it was the
hon. member's own.

Queelions.
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DR. HICKS: -Undoubtedly. Hie was
prepared to go on with it. It would take
probably hours to get through the dis-
cussion on the report. He would like to
make an explanation. During his absence,
the mew her for Boulder worked so that
no evidence should be callted. It was most
unusual for a, select committee not to call
evidence to elucidate the whole thing.
The member for Boulder had said he
would take his statements with regard to
the medical aspect of the case. He (Dr.
Hicks) did not wish to be put into that
position. He desired to call evidence to
prove certain things that be knew. At
three consecutive meetings in three con-
secutive weeks, the member for Boulder
was the man who blocked the evidence.
At the next meeting the member for
Boulder was not present. He was in
this House within a quarter of an hour
of the meeting of the committee but
when the meeting took place the hon.
member was non est. At that meeting
he (Dr. Hicks) moved that each member
of the committee should call whatever
evidence he deemed necessary to elucidate
the points. That -was seconded by the
member for the Moore (Dr. O'Connor),
supported by the mnemfber for Kalgoorlie
(Mr. Johnson), and passed. At the next
mneeting the chairman (Mr. Yelverton)
was not present. The member for
Boulder, with his usual tactics, moved
that he (Dr. Hicks) be in the chair;
consequently he could not vote except to
give a casting vote; the member for
Boulder and the member for Kalgoorlie
being the only other members present.
The member for Boulder moved that
only six witnesses should be called,
and tied him down to six. Therefore,
bow about thle statement that he would
go on ceiling witnesses till the 'House
rose? The member for Boulder was
the men who had been burkiug in-
quiry from beginning to end. At the
first mneeting when witnesses were
called, the member for Boulder was
present. It was -the hon. member's
side of the case and unfortunately
he (Dr. Hicks) was absent. When the
other witnesses were called, the mem-
ber for Boulder simply walked out.
8uch was the conduct of the fair-minded
member who listened to both sides of the
case, and who bad accused him (Dr.
flicks) of stonewalling the Bill in the

House!1 So far from desiring to stone-
wall the measure, he wished the select
committee's report to be adopted, as he
had a good case, and one which would
surprise the people of Western Australia
not a little. All through the piece, burk-
ing tactics had been adopted. Even the
reports of evidence by the Kansard staff
had not been given in the usual form.
Instead of question and answer being
recorded, so that one could follow the
tenor of the evidence, the whole thing
had. been lumped together in such a
fashion that the intelligence of hon.
members would fail to follow the report.
Would the Premier promise that if pro-
gress were now reported, the measure
might come on again next week?

Mx. Horxrjs: The hon. member would
be satisfied so long as the Bill was passed
out.

THE PRE MIER. In answer to a ques-
t-ion of the member for Boulder, he had
stated yesterday that. the Bill would be
pushed on as far as lay in. his (the
Premier's) power.

DR. HICKS:- The "gag " had been
applied from beginning to end, in accord-
ance with the usual tactics of friendly
societies.

MuL DAGonsa: That statement was
scarcely parliamentary.

flu. HICKS: In view of the circum-
stances, he moved that progress be
reported.

Mn. HOPKINS: The hon. mnember's
statemnent called for an explanation from
him. On the appointment of the select
committee, the Premier had expressed
the opinion that no evidence need be
called, and that the members of the
select committee themselves should deal
with the whole question. The Premier
had farther asked that if evidence were
called, the report should be prin ted in
narrative form, for the sake of economy.
lie (Mr. Hopkins) considered it Un-
necessary to call witnesses, and had
refused to call any; but the member
for Boebourne (Dr. Hicks) had said
that he would need to call 20 or 25
witnesses. In fact, the hon. member's
desire was to call evidence up to the
prorogation. Eventually the hon. mem-
ber had stated that he could manage
with six witnesses.

Dxn. Himrs: That statement was un-
true. The other members of the com-

in Committee.
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mnittee had cut him down to six witnesses.
Hle asked the hon. member (31r. Hop-
kins) to withdraw the statement.

TaE CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
(Mr. Hopkins) was not confining himself
to a personal explanation.

MR. HOPKINS: The procedure des-
cribed had been adopted on the Premier's
recommendation. There had been no
desire on his (Mr. Hlopkins's) part to burk
inquiry, hut he had declined to remain
while a string of wholly irrelevant ques-
tions was being put.

Motion passed.
Progress reported, and leave given to

sit again.

ANTNUAL ESTIMATES.
IN COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY.

Resumed from the previous sitting;
Ma ILLINO WORTH in the Chair.

COLONIAL Sn9cnREARv's DEPARTME4NT
(Hon. W. Kiugsmnill).

Aboriginee, £5,000 (resumed)
MR. TAYLOR. The accounts from

the Gas Company, which the member
for Dundas (Mr. Thomas) produced last
night were in no Rense analagous to the
account rendefed by a squatter to a firm
of saddlers, in which, among items of
flour, tea, sugar, and kerosene, appeared
a charge for the hire of a. native woman
for 13 days at 2s. Gd. a day, and a
charge for the hire of a black boy for two
days at 2s. 6d. a day. The squatter had
been in receipt of a daily allowance from
the Government in respect of these two
natives, and, in the circumstances, had
no right to hire them out to travelling
saddlers. In view of the charge made
bky the member for the Gascoyne (Mr.
Butcher) against Mr. Farrelly, one of
the firm of saddlers to whom the
account was rendered, he desired to
offer a few remarks. The member
for the Gascoyne had vilified Mr. Farlly
as a loafer in town and country, who, by
interference with blacks, had made him-
self so objectionable that he was hunted
out of a certain district.

Ma. BUTCHER: That statement had
not been made by him.

Mn. TAYLOR: iHansard, page 2,236,
showed what the hon, member said. Then
the hon. member held up Mr. Bush as a

paragon of virtue; yet a bill was pro-
duced showing that Mr. 'Bush had hired
out a black woman for 13 days to this
incorrigible man! If the man was bad,
and interfered with blacks, how much
worse must be the squatter who hired
him a black woman at 2s. 6d, a day? He
(Mr. Taylor) did not infer that there was
immorality. As a saddler, he natuirally
presumed that the boy and the woman
were employed to tease hair; but if
this man were known to be as bad
as represented by 'the hon. member,
the people who hired him a black
womian were infinitely worse. He (Mr.
Taylor) had not made any charge against
Mr. Bush or anyone else. The bill
he produced spoke for itself. It had
been given him in good faith, and last
year he had shown it to the member for
the Gascoyne and the member for Roe-
bourne (D5r. Hicks), when he received

MR. BUTCHER denied that absolutely.
He had seen the document in the hands
of Mr. Farrelly a year or so before it
came into Mr. Taylor's possession, and
that hon. member had never shown him
the document, nor had it been seen by
him since the recent debate.

M-n. TAYLOR: When a man would
make such a denial, it must be satis-
factory. Would the member for Roe-
bourne likewise deny the statement?

DR. HIcus said th document had been
shown to him.

Mn. TAYLOR: And when shown to
the member for the Gascoyne, that member
read it and said: 11Mr. Taylor, I am
sorry Mr. Bush's name is on it."

MR. BUTCHER persisted in his denial.
THE CHAIRMAN: The denial must be

accepted.
MR. TAYLOR asked whether he was

obliged to accept a denial which he knew
to be untrue ?

Txz CHAIRMAN: Yes.
MR. TAYLOR: Mr. Farrelly, after

reading the recent debate, had written him
(Mr. Taylor) a letter, as follows:

I notice the debate on the aborigines question
and the able manner in which you defended
my character, and tender my thanks to you.
Re Mr. Butcher's statement, I must here call
him a diabolical liar, and challenge him to
make the statement outside the House.

That was 'what the hon. member should
do. A man should not make statements

Innuai Belz 4nalea: Aborigineo.
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in the House which he was unwilling to
wake outside.

MR. MORAN: The hon. member should
have a word with Mr. Bush.

MR. TAYLOR: So he would. The
letter continued:
And then I will make him prove his words. I
did not at any time show him the account;
and the only time I saw Bush in reference to
the matter was when I asked him if he told
the manager to charge the hire in the account,
and he (Bush) said he did. Be my character:-
I am a schoolmate of the Premier and Mr:v
Quinlan, and I must refer yen to tbcm.-P.S. -
If there is any information re native treatment
in the Nore-West I can give you, I will he most
happy to do so.
Mr. Farrelly he had known for a few
weeks on the goldfields and five or six
weeks in Perth, and had never yet seen
him under the influence of liquor nor
loafing. He appeared to be a. respectable
man, and as he was born in this country,
his record was easily ascertainable. It
was very unmanly for the member for
Gascoyne to make such an attack on an
absent man. The hon. member referred
to British pluck. What pluck he (Mr.
Taylor) had, was Australian, and he had
pluck enough to defend himself here or
anywhere else, and to defend any absent
man who was maligned in this Chamber.
There was no analogy between the
accounts produced by the member for
Dundas (Mr. Thomas) and those rendered
by Bush & Co. for the hire of aborigines.

MR. BUTOHER denied that the natives
were receiving Government rations when
hired out to thbe saddlers. To hire them
out was no sin, an exactly similar practice
obtaining with regard to whites, as was
shown by the accounts read by the mem-
ber for flundas. If the saddler required
these natives' services to look after horses
and tease out hair, was it reasonable that
Mr. Bush should feed them and lend
them for nothing ?

MR. TAYLOR: Would the hon. member
deny that Government relief was given to
natives on Bush's station?

Ma. BUTCHER: No; he believed it
was; but these natives did not receive it
when hired out. Mr. Bush was not in
any case morally responsible for the action
of his manH.ager, having been hundreds of
miles away when the saddler was employed
on the station. At the time the debate
took place last year, when the hon. mem-
ber (M~r. Taylor) alleged he had shown

him the account, he (Mr. Butcher) was
absent from Perth.

MR. TAYLOR:- It wats after the debate
that the account had been shown to the
hon. member.

Ma. BUTCHER: It had not been
shown to him.

THE PREMIER: This debate was
beside the point. He moved that the
question be now put.

motion passed.
Question put, and the vote passed as

printed.
This concluded the votes for the

Colonial Secretary's Departments,

MINS DEPARTMENT (Hon. H. Gregory,
Minister).

STATEMENT ON MINES ADMINISTRATION.

General, £53,377 is. 9d.:

THs MINISTER FOR MINES: It is
my intention to make a slight departure
from the practice of previous years, and
explain as far as I can the workings of
the department since I have had control.
Members on looking at the Estimates
may, from a careless perusal, think that
the department is costing more now than
it has in the past; but I can go through
the items and show that there has been a,
big reduction in the expenditure and the
working expenses of the department. I
do not think I should take mny special
credit for this, for of all the members of
the Ministry, I am the only one who has
been continuously in the one office; there-
fore I have had an opportunity of
grasping the workings of the office. In
dealing with the administrative work,
and the work is more administrative than
anything else, the idea of members was
that we should as far as possible reduce
the expenditure in this department. I
claim I have considerably reduced the
working expenses of the Mines Depart-
mnent, and I should like to place a few
figures before members to show this. I
have divided the department into different
headings - administration, batteries,
boilers, and geological. The administra-
tion during 1900 cost 456,663, in 1901
the cost was £69,478, and last year it
cost £254,681, or k reduction of £4,797
6s. Sd. This reduction has been made
without in any sense giving less facilities
to the people on the goldflelds; in

ASSVkBttj Mine,§.
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fact, we have given greater facilities
than the people enjoyed before, yet at
the same time I have been able to
reduce the working expenses by the sum
I have mentioned. To that I may reason-
ably add the sum of £400, a, reward
given to Mrs. Hay in connection with the
coal discovery, and £1,240 the cost of a
ease which the Department of Mines was
engaged in against Little. If we -add
these two amnounts to the working
expenses, it will reduce the expenditure
by £6,037 for the year. In addition to
that there is something for which I take
even greater credit, the administration of
the batteries. The public batteries for
many years were carried on at a big loss.
During 1899-1900, the loss on the work-
ing of the batteries was £8,477, and for
tho year 1901 there was a, loss of £6,684
on the working, while for the year 1901-
1902 there was a, profit of £835 18s. 4d.
These are Treasury figures, but according
to the Mines Department accounts the
profit has been larger, though from the
Treasury books there is a difference of
about £7,020 on the yeartz working; so
that instead of showing a loss of £6,000
odd, I was able to show a, profit, and I think
I can take credit for £7,020 on the working
of the public batteries, and £6,000 on
administration, making a difference of
£13,057 on the year (or the adnministra-
tion of this department. This was done
without inj uring in any sense the working'
of the plants by giving less facilities to
the people. The public batteries ats far
ast, working is concerned have given
great satisfaction to the prospectors, and
1 may inform members that up to the
present timne half a million pounds have
gone to the prospectors. That is a direct
advantage to the goldfields, and an indirect
advantage to the people of Perth and to
Western Australia generally. The greater
the portion of money retained in the
country the better, and that is what we
are trying to do. We give all the assist-
ance we can, and we give all the security
we can to the capitalists, but the people in
Western Australia should try and retain
the wealth in the State. This is what
the public batteries propose to do in the
future. I may tell members that since
June 80 last we have shown a. profit con-
sistently of over.£300 a month. Although
we have made this big difference between
a. loss of £6,600 and a small profit, in

many instances we have reduced the cost
of crushing to the prospector. We have
given better facilities to the people, and
the administration all round in connec-
tion with the plants and the facilities
have been better; at the same time there
has been no loss to the State. I may
mention that at Norseman we have
turnmed out over £30,000 worth of gold,
at Mulline over £100,000 worth of gold,
at Lennonville 'we have distributed
£68,000, at Mount Ida £47,000, at
Leonora £227,000, Niagara £225,000,
Meekathara £23,000, and Muiwarrie
£229,000. The rest is made up of small
places. There were many places where
we had plants, but it was impossible for
the Government to keep them going at
a profit, therefore I introduced a new
principle and we leased the plaats, and we
charge 2s. 6d. for every ton of ore crushed,
an d we provide that the people shall
crush at the same price as at the Govern-
ment batteries. Where the Government
could not find it possible to keep these
going we have enabled the batteries to be
worked. Strict arrangements have been
made. that where no stone is available for
crushing the batteries shall be closed
down until people bring stone to be
crushed. We must not keep a number
of men drawing wages when there is no
stone to crush, and that has enabled the
superintendent of batteries to make this
better result. The report last month
showed a. profit of nearly £300, and in
that report there is an expenditure of £114
for the sinking of a well. This is a charge
which might well have been placed against
the loan account, but I want to make the
batteries pay on their own. We have
ordered recently two new boilers at a cost
of £800. This will be charged to revenue
account, and not against loan, so that as
far ats possible the working expenses will
show the true cost of the batteries, as
they have to find all the incidental ex-
peniditure chargeable to them. I have
heard many members Ray they are deter-
mined to oppose all increases on the
Estimates. I think if I can show that
I have made considerable reduction on
the one hand, and thrown a great deal
more work on certain persons, I should
then be justified in advising an increase.
In many cases where it is found the
officers have not sufficient work to do,
and are highly paid, I have recommended
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a reduction, and the officers have been
reduced. If I am to control my, depart-
mnent as a business concern, and if I am
going to stay in the Mines Department,
I am going to control it as a business
concern! or I will not control it at all.
When it is found that officers will not do
their work, then they must be got rid of.
These people should not be allowed to
suck the lifeblood out of the State, and
we will send them elsewhere. I would
like to refer to the few increases which
have been recommended, and which are
shown on the Estimates. The first
increase is to the accountant, and it is
recomnmended that he should receive en
increase of £20. This gentleman has
been 10 years in the service, he was two
years in the Audit Department and five
years on the goldfields, and when on the
goldfields in (Joolgardie in the early dlays
lhe was drawing a larger salary than he is
now; but the reason of the increase is not
on account of the length of service, and
not on account of the high salary which
he has previously drawn; the reason I
have recommended the increase in salary
is in consequence of the new regula-
tions for dealing with cyanide tailings,
which throw a lot of extra work on
the ac-countant. We do not carry into
practice the proposal which was first
initiated. In the first instance a mine
might put through a hundred tons of
ore, and there would be eighty tons of
sands. The Government had to take all
the risk, and gave the owner so much for
it. It was taking a very big risk indeed,
and the Government would have lost an
enormous amount of money if the
practice had been continued. We made
a new arrangement, and the battery
manager is now the sole person to deter-
mine the quantity of sands which should
be allowed] to the prospectors. They are
assayed. We cannot give each person
the exact proportion which belongs to
him, hut we give the amount pro rata
according to the assay value of the sands.
The gold is sent to the Mint, and we get
the exact value of it, which is refunded
to the people, less our cost. If anyone
loses at all, it is the pro~spector. The
State cannot lose one sixpence. We
have charged 10s. a ton for the treatment,
and it is absolutely impossible for the
State to lose sixpence under tbe regula-
tions. Very few complaints have been

received from the prospectors. I am
pointing this out to show that there is a
large amount of work being placed on
the accountant. We have reduced his
staff, and I have asked him to do this
work, and he has agreed to do it. It took
a great deal of time to get the books in
order, and the accountant has helped me
right through the work. The whole
thing is now on a good basis, and the
accountant has honestly earned this
increase end is fully worth it. The next
itemn to which I desire to call atten-
tion is that of the S&ate Mining
Engineer. The House approved of
this appointment, and I want to take
members fully into my confidence and
inform them of the whole of the arrange-
ments. An agreement was entered into
with Mr. Montgomery engaging him for
a term of three years at a. salary of
£700 for the first year, and £800 for the
second and third years. In the event of
Mr. Montgomery being continued in his
appointment after the expiration of the
three years, he is to be placed on the per-
inanent staff .of the service and to be
entitled to come under the Superanua-
tion Act. The first three years are to be
reckoned as portion of the service and as
having been served in the permanent
civil service of Western Australia.

MR. TALOR- Have you made any
provisions by which you can dismiss
him P

THE MINISTER FOR MINES: He
is only engaged for a term of three years,
and if at the end of that time we retan
him, he will be placed on the fixed list;
but not otherwise.

MR. TAYLOR: He has a, good engage-
ment.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES: I
think the State has a wonderfully good
civil servant. In my opinion, we have a
very good man, and from what I have
seen of him we ought to be well satisfied
with him. He is a. man with very high
qualifications, and I think that when we
are able to know him better we shall
appreciate his services. He made a very
great name for himself in Tasmania by
exposing a gigantic fraud there, and it is
quite possible we may have to utilise his
services in Western Australia for similar
purposes. [Interjection by MR. MORAN.]
Mt. Huxley. Items 77 and 78, which
appear to be increases upon the Estimates
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are not really increases. They are only
transfers from one district to another.
Item 78 is in relation to Mr. Wilcox.
Ifle was at Norseman, but tbere was no
use for him there. We dispensed with
the use of one clerk1 and in fact all the
staff except a warden and an officer of
the Law Department. The officer of the
law Department does our work, and
this man was transferred, Norseman
is coining to the front again, I am
glad to say, but there was no necessity
to have four officers for the work as I
found it. We found other positions and
I sent Mr. Wilcox to One, where he
draws the same salary. It looks on the
Estimates like an increase, but it is not
one. Looking at Southern Cross, Item
88 would appear as an increase on
the Estimates. Tfnfortnately for this
gentleman-it is not an increase, but a
decrease of £25. This officer was mining
registrar at Norsemian, and I found
another place for him at Southern Cross,
but I did not think Southern Cross should
receive £300 a year, so I reduced the
salary to £276, and transferred a person
from Southern Cross to Yalgoo, where he
draws the same salary as he drew at
Southern Cross. There are five small
items of £5. Then in Item 145 there
woul apper to be an increase. Tat is
lodgin and water allowance. Last year
this appeared as two items, £760 and
£500. This year it appears as only one
item, and it means a reduction on the two
items of £150. We have £1,100 on the
Estimates now instead of £,1,250 in two
distinct items. I have formulated a
scheme with regard to lodging allowances
on our goldfields. People who have not
had lodgings found thorn receive an
allowance of £221, and water allowance is
made corresponding to the district where
they live. In Cue itis onlyabout£23, whilst
in other districts it reaches to £8 or £9 a
year. The item "transport" shows an
increase this year. Members will re-
mom her it was decided we should transfer
inspectors of mines, and if possible send
some of the wardens from district to dis-
trict. We arranged to do this, and when
we transfer an inspector or warden from
one district to another, when he is going
on State business the State pays his
expenses; that is the principle I have
adopted. Item 157 shows an increase,
but it is only refunds. Then mining

schools show an increase; and members
will understand why that is. Last year
the amount was only £42,00, and this
year it is £38,000.

MR&. MoRAN: What about stationery
and printing P That is a big increase;
almost double.

THaE MINISTER FOR MINES! I
will deal with that as at new item. As
the hon. member knows, the mining
school is started. I do not think it will'
be necessary for me to explain anything
about this. We have at director ap-
pointed, and also a staff of assistants,
and the school is now in full swing.
Item 165 appears a large item-tem-
porary labour,.£20,500. That of course
is an item which I hope will continue to
increase. Ilhad only £5,000 last year
for refunds to owners of tailings, and I
had to get Form J for over £3,000 more;
I regret it was not £15,000. When we
receive the gold from the cyanide works
and place it in the Mint, the full value
has to be paid to the Treasury. If we
could handle that and get the money
directly back, there would be no need for
it to appear at all, except money for
treatment. We receive money and have
to transfer it to the Treasury, and then
we have to get the money back from the
Treasury to be able to refund this money
to the owners of the tailings. If these
items appeared considerably larger, it
would only mean that greater business
was being done with regard to that work.
The item of travelling expenses with
regard to boilers appears to be greater.
That is because we have appointed two
new boiler inspectors. I *ould like to
explain why they were appointed. It
wats done at the urgent wish of a large
number of members. The inspectors
were doing this work only in a haphazard
way-the concentration of the duties of
inspector of mines and inspector of
boilers. The inspector of mines' visits
should be in the nature of surprise visits,
whilst with regard to boilers, one would
have to siend notice that an inspector was
coming, so that they would have their
boilers ready for him. The two duties
could not in a large district be carried on
well by any one man. The work is too
arduous and too great. We have only
one inspector of mining from Yalgoo
right up to Peak Hill, and he has
to do the Lake Way country. [Inter.
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jection by Mr. MonAW.] Will the
hon. member tell me that where there
are 3O or 40 bead of stamps, where they
are driving cross headings and stoping,
an inspector does not occasionally pay
a visit? I think the lion. member is
quite satisfied there must be inspectors
visiting these places. There are some
new items which appear in the second
column. Members will find those more
in the marginal notes on page ?2. In
Item 65 there is a sum of £C230 for an
officer at Muiwarrie. We have opened a
registrar's office there, and this registrar
was taken away from the Menzties office.
There has not been one addition to the
staff of the Mines Department excepting
one office boy during the whole time I
have been there, beyond the director of
the School of Mines, the State Mining
Engineer, and two boiler inspectors. We
conld get rid of a good many more, but I
would like to tell the Committee the diffi-
culty a Minister experiences when he tries
to get rid of civil servants. 1 have got
rid of a good many. I closed the Donny-
brook office. A little while ago I obtained
information that the books in a certain
office were in a state of chaos. I sent an
officer to report, and he immediately wired
down what the condition of things was,
and we confirmed the officer. I dismissed
the person to whom I refer. I did not
get somebody else outside to fill that
office. I know we could dispense with a
good many clerks. As soon as we got
rid of this Man we transferred an officer
from another branch and sent him there
without incresig or staff or bringing,
in a new man. This man sued the
department and got a verdict for £250.
This was at Yalgoo. We found the con-
dition of things there was something
wretched. It was in a state of chaos,
and We dismissed that man and wade no
new appointment in the service, but we
simply retrenched. As I say, he suied the
department and got £250.

Ma. MORAN:- Why did he get a verdict
against you; not be&ause you dismissed
him, surely?

Tax MINISTER POR. MINES: Well,
yes' What we should have done was to
suspend him and ask him if he wanted a
board of inquiry. He would have said
"yes." and it would have cost about £100
or £150 to send a board up there. The
expense would have been nearly as great

as under the present circumstancee. If a
Minister wanted to retrench under the
old Act he found his hands tied.

Mia. MORANq: There was something
else; not because you retrenched, but
because it was an illegal discharge. You
are dismissing any amount of civil ser-
vants now and they do not all get verdicts.
If you charge a man wrongly and make
a mistake in proving your case, you must
expect to have to pay. If you do not
want a man's services there is nothing to
prevent you fromn getting rid of him.

TaxE MINISTER FOR MIMES: What
we should have done under the Act was
to suspend himn. He then would have
applied for a beard of inquiry. He bad
power to ask for that board to be appointed,
and the Minister would have been bound
by the report.

Mn. MonsaN: Why not deal with him
as one whose services were not required,
wit ho ut suspending him or any thin g else P

Tian MINISTER FOR MINES: It is
no good to talk of acting in that way.
Item 74 would appear as if it were an
increase. This is occasioned 1w trans-
ferring the head office at Malcolm to
Mount Morgans. There is really no
increase as far as the offices are concerned.
It looks on the Estimates as if there were
an increase. There is really no increase
whatever in the expenditure. There is
one junior clerk in the office at £45. In
relation to Kanown a there is wh at appears
to be an increase of £C100. This is
through making a young lad there a
clerk, and gettin~g rid of a very highly paid
officer whom we found of little use there.
The item " ICaretakers," appears as an in-
crease. I have bulked them all this time so
that we can make all sorts of transfers in
the service. There is really no increase.
There are the, two inspectors of boilers of
whom I have just informed bon, mem-
bers. Of course lion. members know how
the increase in regard to printing conies
about, each department being now
charged with its own printing. I can
assure members that so far as I am per-
sonally concerned I would much prefer
to see a return laid upon the table of the
Rouse each session showing what the
cost of printing is in each department.

MR. MORAN : It means the Printing
vote appears twice in the Estimates.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES: Yep.
It appears that way right through the
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Estimates. It is the desire of the Tre.-
surer that these amounts shall appear, 80
that they can be charged up in the
Estimates to each department. Before
proceeding to deal with a number of
decreases shown in the Mines estimates,
I wish to draw attention to the fact that
the attitude of many members in the
matter of increases is untenable. Mem-
bers object to increases in the salaries of
highly-paid officers on the ground that
lowly-paid officers are not set dlown for
increments. That contention cannot hold.

Mxt. JACOBY. YOU are speaking of
members generally; but all members do
not take that stand, I, for one, do not,

THs MINISTER FOR MINES: A
clerk, for example. entering the service at
a salary of £150 or £160 per annum, and
gradually rising to, say, £200, will never
be worth any more 'if he remains in the
service for 20 years. Of course, a man
who shows distinct improvement and
displays a capacity for -work of a higher
class, is advanced and given increases in
salary. Certain members have main-
tained that no increases whatever ought
to be granted, unless increases be
granted all round. But is it to he
maintained that the pay of a man
whose services do not appreciate in valne
must be raised every year if he remain in
the service for twen~ty years? P Re may
never be worth more than the saary he

-started with.
Mia. BATH: But is not that true of the

highly-paid officers alsoP
TnE MINISTER FOR MINES: No;

not necessarily.
MR. BATH : It is not necessarily true

of either class of officers.
THE MINISTER FOR MINES: An

officer in charge of a department who
makes a success of that department ought,
in the interests of the State, to be recomn-
mended for an increase by his Minister.

Mn. Joumsw. But the officer's sub-
ordinates help) him to make the working
of the department satisfactory.

MEmM]it: Surely there must be a limit
to increases ?

Tat MINISTER OF MINES: Quite
so, and to that end a classification board
is required. A board might fix a limit
for each grade, and an officer, to reach a
salary beyond that limnit, would -have to
pass into a higher grade. The work of
classifying clerks might be left to the

Under Secretaries, who are the best
judges of clerical work. Once the service
has been graded by the Royal Comm is-
sion, the Under Secretaries might deal
with the clerical staff until a permanent
classification board is established.

-MR. JACOBY: Why should not the
Under Seeretaries do the grading as well ?

TUEi MINISTER FOR MINES: Be-
cause we desire a uniform system through-
out the service. The report of the
Royal Commission, Iventure to say, will
be found fully worth the money paid to
the commissioners by the State. In-
dependently of the work of the Royal
Commission, however, my desire is to
reduce the cost of administration in my
department. The following decreases are
shown on this year's Mines Estimates.
Item 7 shows a reduction of £20, which
was rendered possible by the retirement
of a clerk and the appointment of a
substitute at a lower salary. I might
have transferred another clerk to the
position and increased that cle rk's salay
but I declined to do so. Item 13 is,
reduced by £26, item 16 by £180, item
38 by £14,0. item 39 by £25, item .57 by
£2200, item 70 by a like amount, item 69
by £210, item 75 by £95, item 89 by
£5677 8s. 5d. The last item refers to the
office of Warden at Southern Cross. I
May remark that the department i% now
managing with one warden less. Item
98 is reduced by £10, item 100 by £955,
item 105 by £15, item 106 by £5, item
108 by £4 Is. 8d., item 115 by
£274 8s. 2d., item 119 by £80. The
annual reduction on item 119, which
refers to a clerk at Kanowna whose
services have been dispensed with, is
about £220. I raised the salary of a

junor clerk in the office from £650 to
£100, and he now does the work formerly
done by two. Item 120 shows a reduc-
tion of £187 10s. Then, after a. number
of small reductions, item. 134 is reduced
by £92 10s., item 135 by £60, item 12d
by £33. The next item, 150, is reduced
by £200; that saving is due to the
closing of an office at Donnybrook.
Items 132, 133, 134, and 143 each show
a reduction of £837 10s. In future years
these reductions will amiount to £50
each. The items refer to goldfields
allowauces, which have been paid. in full
for four months of the year. It appears
tbeit four wardens eac'h revwived a gold-
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fields allowance of £150, while the re-
mainder are allowed £100 each. As a,
first step towards economy, I have reduced
all the allowances to £100, and they will
be paid on that scale unless the Com-
mittee should otherwise determine. The
goldlfields allowance was originally given
as a kind of entertainment allowance.
My personal preference would be for
adding the allowance to the salary, and
showing it on the Estimates as part of
the salary. Indeed, I object to the prac-
tice altogether; but the amounts having
appeared for years, I have not thought
fit to do anything except reduce them 'to
one level. One warden, drawing £400 a
year, received in addition a fee of £83 s.
per sitting as chairman. of a board. These
fees amounted to as much as £150 a year.
On learning of the circumstances, I im-
mediately had the Order in Council.
appointing the officer as chairman of tbe
board cancelled; and I t hereupon re-
appointed him without salary. On a.
general review of the circumstances, I ask
the Committee to agree to make the officer
an allowance of £20 for his work as
chairman of the board, until I see my
way either to have the work done other-
wise or to grant a permanent increase in
salary. At present, I have to remark, I
do not propose recommending any in-
crease. However, seeing that the officer
has lost fees; amounting to £150 a year,
I hope the Committee will grant the
allowance 1 propose. Item 144 is re-
duced by £66 13s. 4d., equivalent to a
reduction of £100 a year. This item
refers to an allowance granted to the
inspecting surveyor at Cue. Item 159
is reduced by £100; and on Item 17'2,
which represents the Warden's allowance
at Southern Cross, a saving of £252
is shown -Item 170, £75 is struck out;
it formerly represented a travelling allow-
ance paid to the warden at Peak Hill.
That warden has not much travelling to
do-he certainly has not done any for me
-and I consider it better that when
called on to travel in fuature he should
hire a buggy at the expense of the State.
Turning now to the reduction in the
number of wardens, T wish to remind
ho-n. members that I recently expressed
an intention of making farther reductions.
With better railway facilities we can do
with two or three wardens less. Any-
how, arrangements can be made at once

to effect a reduction of over £22,000 in
the administration of the Mines Depart-
ment under that heading alone. The
incidental expenses are reduced by over
£800, advertising by £,200, surveys on
goldfields by £50, sad travelling expenses
by £2300. There are other reductions
of a smaller nature. All in all, the
Estimates show the very, respectable re-
duction of nearly £25,000 in the cost of
administering the department. Hon.
mem bers, on turning to the Geological
Survey vote, will observe an increase. I
wish to inform hion. members that no
single officer-

Tan CHAIRMAN: The Geological vote
is not before the Committee.

Tn, MINISTER FOR MINES: Re-
ferring generally to the administration of
my department, and without touching on
the details of the Geological Survey vote,
I should like to deal with certain ques-
tions arising under that vote. Hon.
members will see that the staff is being
increased, and I desire to show the
necessity for a thorough and exhaustive
geological examination of the whole State
of Western Australia. Hon. members
know that we have an extensive mineral
territory in the North-West. Some
members may be disposed to think that
there is no necessity for spending money
on geological work. While I give all
credit to the working miner, I have to
point out that those who invest large
sunis in the exploitation of our mineral
resources generally engage, for the
conduct of their business, men pre-
eminently distinguishied for geological
knowledge. Only a year or two ago
we learnt that Mr. R. L~. Jack resigned
his position as Queensland Govern-
ment Geologist, which carried a salary
of £21,000 a year, to accept from Mr.
W. Pritchard Morgan an appointment at
£3,000 a year. A number of similar
cases can be quoted to show how highly
capitalists esteem the services of eminent
geologists. I am strongly of opinion
that the geologist should keep as far as
possible ahead of the prospector. I hold
that the Mines Department ought to be
advised by responsible officers as to the
manner in which the mining industry
can be best developed, and therefore I
purpose sending Mr. Maitland as soon as
possible on a north-western trip, from
Roebourne through Pilbarra away to-

[ASSEMBLY.) Mine8 generally.



Annual Etimate. [4 DECEMBERn, 1902.] Mne eerly

wards the Kimberleys. In that quarter,
as members are aware, numerous dis-
coveries have been made lately. Good
deposits of tin and copper have been
found, and we know that country to be
rich in gold. The department ought
to be advised as to how the tin and
copper deposits can be best exploited.
Rfon. members are aware that the
Commonwealth Government, in connec-
tion with the Federal Bonus Bill,
are seeking all possible information con-
cerning the iron resources of the Fed-
crated States. A request having been
wade for a. report on the iron wines of
Western Australia, such a report has
been obtained; and I am pleased to be
able to inform members that, according
to the Government Geologist, Western
Australia has the richest iron deposits
in the world.

Mnrnnx: Where are they ?
MR. MORAN:- Is there any quantity?
Tat MINISTER FOR MiNES: Ac-

cording to the Government Geologist, we
have the richest iron deposits in the
world.

MR. MORAN: Where are the deposits ?
TanR MINISTER FOR MINES: The

most important of them are 70 miles to the
north-west of Cue. This report has al-
ready been submittedto the Commonwealth
Government. who have intimated a desire
that Mr. Maitland should be permitted
to visit Melbourne in February next, for
the purpose of giving evidence before the
select committee to which the Bonus Bill
has been referred. The report states:

The important ores associated with the
chrystalline schists are developed most exten-
sively in the watershed of the Mlurchison
River, more especially between 25deg. and
t8deg. of south lat. and liudeg. and lI9deg.
east long. The most important localities are
Horseshoe Peak 11ill, Mount Gould and Mount
No Name, Peak Hill; snd Mount Hale, Weld
flange (Wilgie Myah), Munara, Emls, and Mt.
Narryer, Mnrchison.
After referring to less important deposits
at Marble Bar, Pilbarra, Mount Marion,
East Murubison, Bardoe, Broad Arrow,
and elsewhere, Mr. Maitland continues:-

The sigma-shaped range of hills on the west
iside of the Murchison, of which Mounts Tay-
lor', Bale, Matthew, Yarrameedie and Ers.'wan-
doe form the most prominent summinits, is
remarkably prolific in iron-bearing schists.
The summit of Mount Hale is fomd of con-
totted quartz schists with bands of hematite,
which occur in lentioular masses. Some bands

are often am thin as a sheet of paper, whilist
others widen out to considerable dimensions.
One band measured 70? t. aceross, and out-
cropped for over a quarter of a mile, hut
varied in thickness in different parts. There
we~re similar bands parallel to it and equally
persistent along the strike. Juist under the
western summit of Mount Hale the quartzite
is replaced by a great bed of hematite, several
huge monoliths of which stand out promi-
nently on the range. This hematite can ho
followed along the range to a point just south
of the sunmnit of Mount Matthew.
Then he gives a number of assays; but
the following is the most important
extract I can read :

In the Weld Range, at the head of Roderick
River, is the Wilgie Myah,' said to be one of
the richest iron lodesa in the world. This
deposit was worked by then natives before the
white invasion of Wcstern Australia, and the
ore (used as war-paint) was traded for great
distances. It has been opened up by them to
a depth of over lO0fL., and at the bottom or
the excavation to a width of 50 yards. The
deposit is a banded hematite, the soft red
clayey bands being those only to which the
natives devoted any attention. An official
analysis of the massive hematite varicty of the
deposit yielded O1'91 per cent. of metallic iron,
and the hard red wilgie gave 84-17 per cenit, of
iron. A deposit of the enormous size of the
Wilgie Myab, from IS0ft. to 2001t. in width,
naturally varies in its chemical composition;
but at the time this deposit was visited, in
1900, it was not found possible to adequately
sample the whole width of the lade.
I an; drawing attention to this, and will

*hand the report to the Press, because it
shows the necessity for examining these

*districts, more especially as coal is
believed to exist in close proximity to the
discoveries mentioned. If so, the iron

*deposits must prove of great benefit to
the State. I may mention also that we
have recently discovered lode tin on the
Yule River, in West Pilbarra. A ton of
stone was sent to the department and
treated at the Greenbushes smelter, the
result being I cwt. of ore, assaying 99

p er cent, of metallic tin. If there is aL
lode of any extent the stone will be
highly payable; and so far, the depart-
ment are well pleased with the result.
As regards our coppor mines, I am glad
to inform members that a great work is
proceeding at Murrin, where we have in
the very centre of Western Australia
copper deposits which are, I believe,
successfully worked at U. profit. As to
Phillips River, the State Mining Engineer
is there now, and is considering whether

Ithe Government should provide a smqlter,
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I should like to make a few remarks on
our gold industry, for on such an occasion
I think it justifiable to draw attention
to what the Government have done and
what they intend to do, more especiallyv
in aiding development. The Minister
for Railways has given notice to-day that
he will bring in a 'Bill for the con struc-
tion of a railway from Malcolm to Laver-
ton; and I hope that will he only one of
many similar railways. We shall try to
introduce a lighter and cheaper class of
line, and by so doing shall be able to
afford much greater faciities for opening
up our remogte goldfields. Anyhow, we
intend to build this railway out of
revenue; and I feel satisfied that we
shall be able next year to build more
railways out of revenue- railways of
a. cheaper class than the construc-
tion branch at present approves -if
we succeed in reducing the cost of
ad ministering our departments. I have
said something with regard to our public
batteries, and I claim that no better
assistance can be given to prospectors,
Next in importance comes the problem of
water supply. In this matter I have baa
all possible assistance from the Minister
for Works. It is only recently that a
good supply was struck at Edjudina.
Now we have wells not only there hut
right along the track to the railway.
Some three months ago alluvial was dis-
covered at Black Range. Within two
months we had a boring party there and
found fresh water within three miles of
the field. Considering the nature of the
country, that is good progress, and I hare
received many letters from people there
thanking the department for its prompt-
ness in obtaining the supply. We have
found water at Sacolette also, some 30
miles distant from Southern Cross? where
a few miners, poor people, were working a
small batteny, and for want, of water could
not continue. We suink a well about two
miles away, enabling the district to be
opened up. At Burtville and all round
the district we have a good water supply,
and at .Taurdie we have sunk a well, an d
are allowing the Central Mining Company
to use the water conditionally on their
crushing ore at Government rates for the
people in the district; so that wo not only
to a certain extent assist the company, but
as it were compel them to crash ore for
prospectors in the neighbourhood. I think

we cannot better help prospectors than by
giving them a good water supply. We
have been very successful in the Muiwarrie
district; but as for Ballagundi, where we
have been trying to obtain water by
boring? I think I shall have to ask the
Minister for Works to run a pipe
line out to that district. Pursuant to
the Mines Development Bill it is my
intention to fit out two or three pros-
pecting parties -more if possible -
the Government to find camels and
fittings, and the prospectors to find.
their own food supplies. There is no
question of wages. Preference will he
given to the old prospectors of the fields,
so that they may go out to try unproved
country. They will have to report every
second month to the department, sending
in full particulars of the districts they
have travelled through; and whatever
gold they way discover they may- keep.
There is no question of wages or of food
supply ; the Government will provide
nothing but camels and the necessary
equipment; and the cost against the
mining development vote will he very
small. This assistance from the State
will be hardly worth receiving except
by bona fide prospectors. I think hon.
members will admit we owe the whole
prosperity of the State to the mining
industry, the value of which is increasing
week by week and year by year. We are
continually hearing of new and good
districts, and it is a pleasure to point out
that not only the Kalgoorlie field but
many others are now doing well. The
Murchison district is returning an enor-
mous quantit -y of gold, Mount Margaret
is more than keeping up its record, and is
being closely followed by North Cool-
gardie. We are bound to have big mines
opening up in those districts, and can
feel quite satisfied that the gold industry
will not droop and decay, as some hon.
members would have us believe, but will
continue to expand. We hear members
say the gold industry is not permanent.
I venture to assert that in a hundred
years' time we shall not have reached
even the limit of our prospecting, let
alone the full development of the mines
already discovered. The gold producers
seem to be quite content with the return s,
For the first 11. months of this year
the output was 1,987,687 ounces; that
is 8,000 ouuces more in the 11 wonis
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than in the preceding 12 mnouths. In
1899 the output was 1,643,877 ounces,
in 1900 1,580,950, in 1901 1,879,391,
and for the 11 months of this year
1,987,687 ounces. We estimate that
at this rate there will be an output for
1902 of 2,167.687 ounces of gold, the
value of which will be about £8,000,000.
That is a record to be proud of, because
it is not so long ago that Victoria and
Queensland produced more gold than
Western Australia; whereas for the ten
mouths of this year ending on the 31st
October, Victoria produced 634,509 ounces
aud Queensland 679,628.

Mn. MORAN: They used to produce
more than that.

THn MITNISTER FOR MINES: Yes;
but compare their resources with ours.Victoria is a very small country to pros-
pect, while in Western Australia I fee]
quite satisfied gold will be found from,
Norseman right up to the Kimberleys.
Good auriferous country is being dis-
covered day by day. This year's pro-
duction till 31st October was for New
South Wales 203,536 ounces, and for
Tasmania 40,022. Those four States
show a total of 1,567,695 ounces in the
10 months, or 232,797 ounces less than
Western Australia,.

[At 4 o'clock, business suspended for
15 minutes.]

Tim MINISTER FOR MINES: I
was pointing out that Western Australia
has gone so far in its gold output that in
the 10 months of the present year it
exceeded the combined output of New
South Wales, Victoria, Queensland and
Tasmania by over 232,000 ounces. That is
a very great record for this State, and one
which we should be proud of. 'Up to
the present time this State has turned
out 9,784,708 ounces of gold, valued at
£36,977,737. An important feiture, and
one worthy of notice when speaking
about the gold yield, is the amount of
dividends that have been declared in
Western Australia. In the year 1900
lividends were declared to the amount of
£1,392,860, in 1901 to the amuount of
£1,091,856, and for the 11 months
Af this year dividends have already been
leclared amounting to £1,207,455.

MR. MoILAN: How much capital has
,eeu invested ?

TEE MINISTER FOR MINES: It
would be hard indeed to find out what
capital has been invested in Western
Australia, but the figures I have read
show that for a very young industry
we have distributed in dividends over
£7,000,000. I have no wish to detain
the Committee, although I have records
here of the various other industries,
which I need not now mention. I have
records here showing the advancement
made by the various districts, but I
think I have detained members too long
already. I would like to refer to only
one other feature in connection with the
administration of the Mines Department.
It has been pointed out through news-
papers that the Government of the State
are in the habit of inflicting all sorts. of
hardships on the capitalists with a view
to currying favour with the Labour
party. [MR. MORALNL' Scorn the charge.]
I appeal to the inembers of that party
and to members on the Opposition
side to support me when I say that
when cases have been brought before
mec by members who have business con-
nected with my department, I have alwayvs
called for the jackets, and have allowed
any person who desired to peruse the
jackets and know as much about the
business as I know myself. I have found
since I have been in the House, when a
question of continuous exempton has
cropped up, those representing the Labour
party, if they see the request is honest
and fair, 'will always uphold my action
when it is thought a longer term should
be given.

Mu. MoRA&N: Are the~y responsible for
the exemptions.

Tnx MINISTER FOR MINES: I
would not like to take the responsibility
myself, therefore I should not like to
transfer it to the Labour party; but
while the Act remains as it is, it is my
duty" to carry out that Act irrespective of
any prty, anid I intend to so carry it out
in the future. I endeavour to do justice
to both parties. I give the capitalists
what righ ts are allowed un der the law, and
I do all I possibly can to look after the
interests of those who are compelled to
toil down in the bowels of the earth. In
conclusion, I desire to call attention to
the question of administration, and I say
having been in office right through the
piece, having been continuously in office,
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I have had special opportunities of putting
into force what is the desire of the Gov-
ernment, and to have retrenchment where
we possibly can carry it out. I have
had greater facilities than other Ministers
for doing this, and I hope the House is
satisfied with what I have done. I have
made somne increases, and I hope the
House will indorse these when I show
them that there has been a large number
of reductions. I want my department to
be carried on similar to a business con-
cern, and if a man works well and makes
a success of his brancb, then if I recom-
mend that he should get an advance
the Committee should grant it, more
especially when we consider that a
large numbher of reductions has been
made and without any injustice being
done to a single person. I hope members
will pass these Estimates, as they appear.

[General discussion ensued on the
Mines, Estimates.]

Dx. HICKS: In 1898 the Companies
Act was passed providing that theme
should be a, local share register in this
country. That law had never been
enforced for some reason; possibly the
Minister could explain why. All com-
panies, according to the Act, were sup-
posed to have a iota1 register, and the
penalty was £25 per day. He did not
think any company had complied with
the Act; at any rate he could name
several companies which did not comply.
Some mines were largely held by locatl
shareholders, but the register was in
Adelaide. The local shareholders had to
send their scrip to Adelaide to get it regis-
tered, and it was not known what was being
done in the interval. Some shareholders
had to send their scrip to London) which
necessitated 10 weeks before they could
get their shares registered and have them
back again.

MR. THOMAS: Shares would have to
be sent home in any case, or how would
they be taken off the London register ?

DR. HICKS: Certain companies which
had local shareholders, especially the no-
liability companies, made irregular calls
in many cases for the purposes of "1bear-
ing " the stock, and when all the calls
were made in many eases the company
would not reconstruct but go into liquida-
tion. The directors in Adelaide worked
it so that they got the mine jumped, and

it was then worked as a syndicate. Thi
local shareholder should be protected
Why did the Government not enforce tht
Act:? There was some reason. H
believed the capitalists had brought sorni
pressure to bear on the Government.

THiE MIISERn FOR MINES: 'Not th,
present Government.

DR. HICKS: The subject was referroc
to by him last year, and the Minister fo
Mines was a member of the Leake Govern
merit, but nothing habd been done.

THE MiNIsTER FOR MiNus: The Ac
had never been put in tome.

MR. MonAN: Nor ever would be whil
capitalist Ministries were in power.

DR. HICKS: Secretaries did not advis
shareholders that calls had been made, an'
this was done to get control of the shares
The shares were put up to auction and th
shareholders lost them. Many companie
in this country had gone into liquiclatior
and the shares had been stolen from th
local shareholders. Theme was one corn
pany who had a local share register, bu
the company were doing their utmost t
get the local register removed to Adelaid(

MR. MORAN: That was what they live'
on in South Australia.

Da. HICKS: Some explanation shoul
be given as to what the Goveramen
intended to do.

Mn. BATH: Those who had peruse
the Estimates of the Department c
Mines, and had listened to the ex planatlo:
given by the Minister, must admit the
the department was at fairly well manage
one. In Some cases the Minister ha
indulged in a little false economy, to
everyone must be aware of the increase
the number of accidents occurring
the Hannans Belt, and during the las
few months that increase had becoin
appalling. Some time ago the Inspeetc
of Mines at Hannans was removed fc
reasons the Minister considered sufficien-
but instead of sending a young an
vigorous man to that district to fill tk
position, the Minister sent a man who we
70 years of age or over, who was totall
unfitted for the position in a large an
important centre. Where so many me
were employed in such a small area it we
necessary that a6 more youthful mat
Should be employed, and he went fartht
and said that on6 man was not sufficier
to carry out the inspection necessary o
the Hannans Belt.
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MR, MoRAx: Accidents were frequent
in Broken Hill. wherb the mines were
well inspected.

MR. BATH: The report which the
Minister obtained from the Inspector of
Mines tried to show that the big mines
could be inspected in one day. In some
mines on the Jiannans Belt it would be
impossible for the inspector to go through
one level in a, day. He understood that
the Minister intended to send the State
Mining Engineer to the Hannans gold.
field as early as possible, and, doubt-
less, that offier would see the necessity
of recommending additional inspection
for that locality. The policy of the
me wi regard to public batteries

met iththe approval of the whole
mining community, and during the
past twelve months the battery system
had been placed on an eminently satis-
factory basis. In some alluvial centres
the department might well provide
machinery for treating alluvial, because
in many alluvial places the men bad
gone back to the lodes owing to the 'want
of machinery for treating alluvial. In
regard to salaries, it appeared that all
increases were in the larger salaries, and.
all. decreases in the smaller salaries. This
was not a satisfactory method of dealing
with salaries. There was great necessity
for an amendment of the Mining Regu-
lations; and from what was said in the
previous session, he had expected that
new regulations would be placed before
members during the present session. He
understood now that this was to be
done early in the next session. A great
deal of money, was expended in geo-
logical surveys, and he could not see
the wisdom of it, because experience
had shown that notwithstanding the
reports of geological experts as to
certain localities not being auriferous,
prospectors had afterwards proved in
many localities that the geological
reports were wrong. Instead of the
geologist going before the prospector, it
had been proved in many cases that the
prospector should go before the geologist,
because the latter was so often wrong in
his anticipations, and had to learn his
business from the work of prospectors.
It was pleasing to find , from the last
report of the department, that the
average output of gold per man Was on
the increase; that while the number of

men employed was about the same, it
appeared tha better work and more
systematic methods of mining were pro-
dfucing a higher avenage of results. This
appeared also in regard to large mines as
well as to miniing generally, there being
an increase in the production from mines
as compared with the cost. All this was
very satisfactory, and the present solid
condition of the mining industry was
largely due to the encouragement given
by the department, and to the able
manner in which it was presided over by
the present Minister.

MR. THOMAS:- In regard to the ex-
isting Act requiring local registration of
mining companies, it had been complied
with by a large nu mber of companies, but
not by all. The fault lay with the British
Government in not seeing that the
British law on the subject was complied
with by companies registered in England
and doing business in this State. This
point had been raised last session also,
and he then explained the whole matter.
The North 'Kalgurlie mining board in
London took the opinion of eminent
counsel as to where their share register
should be located, according to the
English Companies Act. The advice re-
ceived wvas that the English Act d istinctly
laid down that if the share register was
kept outside of England, it should be kept
in the State in which the business of
the company was carried. on. Most of
the mining companies doing business
in Western Australia had their share
registers in Adelaide, and the dealing
in shares was conductedi in Adelaide.
In fact, many persons in Adelaide lived
on our share market. This State could
not remedy that condition of things
except by compelling Englis;h share-
holders to place their shares on the
register of this State. But it was natural
to suppose that an individual holding
shares would allow those shares to remain
registered where they were most market-
able; and it would be absurd to place
them on the local registers of this State,
when the bolder of the shares knew there
was no market for them. There was no
free market for heavily-priced shares in
this State; therefore the individual
shareholder's interest induced him to
comply with the existing system, by
keeping his shares registered where there
was the best market for them. Even if
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we in this State succeeded in getting
every company to open a share register
here, we would not succeed in getting the
local shares put on that register so long
as the market for those shares was in Ade-
laide. In the case of Johannesburg,
the companies were, in the first instance,
floated locally, almost without exception;
the mnarket was local also; but after a
time the local market was found to be
so restricted that many of the companies
desiring to avail themselves of the English
market, as the principal share market in
the world, opened a register in London,
kept a secretary there, and so got the
benefit of that market in the share deal-
ings. The same applied when they
sought the advantage of foreign markets
at Paris, Berlin, and New York.
The Ministry should bring pressure to
bear on the Imperial Government to see
that the English Companies Act was
enforced, or our local shareholders should
insist on attorneys here properly ful-
filling their duties. The speech. of the
Minister in introducing the Mines Esti-
mates was highly useful, and would save
discussion. The economical working of
this department favourably contrasted
with that of others, showing that the
biggest department in the State was
the cheapest;i that niotwith standing the
expense of public batteries, the cost of
the departuient for this year was the
same as last. From the increase of
about £25,000 over last year's expendi-
ture must be deducted extra, printing and
stationery, the expense of mining schools
authorised last year and spent in this,
also the salary of the State Mining
Engineer, of which the same could he
said. The total cost was £107,000. but
after making the necessary deductions,
the cost of administering the biggest
industry in the State amounted to about
£50,000. The Minister might be con-
gratulated on his staff, particularly on
the Under Secretary (Mr. King), whose
appointment had been hailed with satis-
faction 'by mining men. With the
department there wyere few faults to be
found. As to dividend duty, the divi-
dends declared would he over one million
and a half this year, giving the State a
revenue from that source alone of 475,000.
Deducting the net cost of the depart-
menit, £C50,000, there was a profit to
the State of £225,000, showing the

iniquity of puatting this burden on mining
companies, because the money was not
needed. The Minister should perse-
vere in trying to convert his colleagues
to his views, Hie (Mr. Thomas) wel.
corned the Malcolna-Laverton railway. In
reply to a recent deputation concerning
the Lawlers railway, the Premier had
said he was in favour of the line being
connected with the natural port of
the district-Geraldton. The statemeni
enabled one to claim the Premier as the
latest advocate of the Esperance railway
He (Mr. Thomas) had been accused in3
this debate of decrying the mining
industry. He had always maintained
his firm belief in the permanency of the
goldfields, but held that the backbone of
any mining country must be its low.
grade ores, the treatment of which must
be encouraged. Many of our large mines
were being worked at the lowest possible
margin. One of which he had charge
worked at a margin of Is. 6d. a ton profit,
and the slighitest increase of expense
would involve the closing of such a wine.
Many other companies were in the same
position, while big bodies of ore lie
idle in the country, showing the neces-
sity for remitting taxation which the
industry could not bear. The Minister
for Railways had raised the railway rates,
and then, as a great concession to the
mnng industry, he decreased the rates on
wire netting, barbed wire, manures, and
explosives.

TFLE MINISTER FOn RAILWAYS: The
only thing he had done was to decrease
rates.

MR. THOMAS. The Governmnrt had
given a conicession by allowing the mining
companies to carry explosives at a little
more than the original rate, and that
conession amounted to about £50 a
month for the whole of the mining
industry. That was a, concession not
worth speaking of. He asked the Minis-
ter to reduce the railway rates consider-
ably below what they were now. The
cost of living had gone up since the
increase of the railway rates.

MR. HAsrIE: The cost of living had
gone up all over Australia.

.Mu. THOMAS:- There had been a
phenomenal increase on the goldfields.
He was sorry to hear the Minister proudly
state he had made a profit out of' the
bateries. It was all right to run the
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batteries at as near a margin as possible,
but it was not necessary to see the public
batteries run at an actual profit.

THE: MIFlSThR IFOR MINES:- When
there was a solid profit, then there could
be talk of a reduction.

Mnt. THOMAS: Now that a profit bad
been made by the public batteries, he
would have liked the Minister to announce
that from the 1st January next the cost
of crushing would be reduced from 15g.
per ton to 12s. 6d. The public batteries
had doine a great deal of good to the
country, over hale a million of money
going into the pockets of the prospectors.
He did not want to see each public battery
run at an actual profit to the State. if
the cost of crushing were reduced, the
batteries would not be idle for a day.
There would be any amount of stone to
be put through, and the Government
would be just as well off, while the pros-
pectors would benefit by the 28, 6d. per
ton. The cost of running the batteries
was too high. If the batteries were run
properly, there was no need to charge
prospectors even 12s. 6d.; the batteries
could be run at a cost of 10s. per ton.
The costs were terrific when the present
Minister took the control of the 'Mines
Department, and these costs had been
considerably brought down nearly every
month: he was pleased to see by recent
returns that the costs were practically
reduced every month. Before the Minister
had been in office for another six months
we should find that the cost had come
down to below 10s. per ton, which should
he the maximum price to be charged at
public batteries. Private batteries could
be run at 5s. per ton. In one case under
his control there was a 10-head mill and
the corn pany paid a high price for fire-
wood, 5s. per thousand gallons for water,
and after charging a proportion of the
general charges , ren of'lease, cablegrams,
and office expenses, the total cost of the
10-head mill worked out at Ss. 7d. per
ton.

THE MINISTRm FORt MINES: That was
continuous treatment, night and day.

MR. THOMAS: If the charge were
10s. per ton at the public batteries there
would be a big volume of ore for crushing
purposes. The batteries would not then
have to wait a day or two for stone to
come in. It was desirable to get the
biggest volume of ore treated that we

could, but with 15s. being charged
for crushing and another 5s. for carting,
and a farther 6s. for a man to look
after the crushing and other incidental
expenses, a total of £1 6s. per ton
meant Gdwts. gone in treatment. He
was working a mine at a profit on Bdwts.
He would like to see the Minister try the
experiment for six months of reducing
the cost of crushing from 15s. to l2s,,
and it would be found that the batteries
would be fully occupied and the cost
would come down very much indeed. It
was desirable that the Minister should
give fuller details of the cost of running
these batteries. It would do good to the
districts in which the batteries were situ-
ated, and would arouse a healthy rivalry
between the managers, which ultimately
would mean bringing the cost down. At
some batteries the cost of labour was 9s.
to L0s. per ton, and the east of wood was
in some cases about double what it was
at a privately-worked battery. If the
details were published in the rress, a
healthy rivalry would be created between
the managers, and the cost would come
dlown by leaps and houinds. The cost of
a public battery could never come dlown
to that of at private battery, because there
were stoppages in treatment at the public
battery. He was pleased that the Norse-
man battery was doing good work, and it
was by, the earnest attention of the Min-
ister and the placing in charge of an officer
the possession of whom the department
was to be congratulated upon. Be had
already mentioned the injustice to the
Norseman battery that was caused by
the witholding of railway communication;
but datinaging remarks were frequently
made relative to the Norsenman Gold.
field. In the Dundas constituency last
month there were turned out 6,820 ounces,
while in the North-East Coolgardic Gold-
field, including Broad Arrow, Bulong, and.
Kanowna, there were only turned out
5,898 ounces. Three hundred men who
had been thrown out of employment by
the stoppage of one mine were now prois-
pecting and taking up abandoned shows.
Norseman to-day was turning out more
gold than it ever did before; yet no
attempt was being made to develop what
he considered to be one of the finest
gold-mining centres outside of Kalgoorlie.

THE OH~mMA~x: These remarks hardly
bore on the mining vote.
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MR. THOMAS: The Minister had
stated what he was going to do for the
development of the mining industry by
railway extension.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES:- In saying
that be was out of order.

MR. THOMAS: Then in following the
Mlinister's remarks, he also was out of
order.

Tns CRAIRKAN: This showed the
necessity of observing the rules of debate.

XR. THOMAS: Finally, he wished to
state how mnuch he, as a mining man,
appreciated the efforts of the Minister for
Mines in the management of his depart-
ment. Every one he had met on the
goldfields agreed in saying that the
Minister tried to keep an even hand
between employers and employees.

Mn. WALLACE: The Minister's
general remarks on the Mines Estimates
would be useful to members in dealing
with the details. An important appoint-
mient had been made in the new office of
State Mining Engineer; but in adver-
tising for applicants at £,600 a year and
then not appointing any of those appli-
cants, but appointing another person of
whom the Minister obtained some know-
ledge, offering him £.700 for the first year
and £800 a year after, was not the proper
way to make anl important appointment.
This course was not fair to those who had
applied for the position at.£600 a yea'r;and if the Minister had found it desirable
afterwards to offer a higher salary, he
ought to have called for f resh applications
at the higher rate, and so give an equal
chance to every likely person to offer is
services and produce his credentials. The
officer now appointed to the position was
said to have brought with him splendid
credentials from New Zealan d, and it was
to be hoped the appointment would prove
satisfactory. If thle Minister had always
recognised the necessity for scientific and
practical knowledge in connection with
mining appointments, he would not have
seut to East Coolgardie a mining inspector
who was said to be so old that he was
qualified for retirement. In regard to
certain transfers of mining inspectors,
he regretted to find that a principle
which was put forward am a, right one
by the Minister of one department was
not the principle acted upon by the
Minister of another department. In the
Colonial Secretary'si department, it would

be remembered that when an officer
was lately appointed Under Secretary,
he received the higher salary which was
said to attach to the office. But the
Minister for Mines in making transfers
acted on a different principle. He trans-
ferred an inspector from East Coolgardie,
where he was highly appreciated as a man
of great ability and was receiving £4A20
R year, and sent him to the Murchison;
but in that case he continued to receive
the same high salary for performing
duties for which a lower salary was
previously paid. The Minister now inter-
jected that in the case of an inspector,
the salary attached to the muan and
not to the office he filled. This inspector
was transferred from East Coolgardie
to the Mrurchison, and the Murchison
officer was transferred net to the vacancy
created at East Coolgardie but to North
Coolgardie, while the man at North
Coolgardie was transferred to the posi-
tion at East Coolgardie. The man
transferred from Cue was still to be
paid at the rate of £8360 a year, although
the officer previously filling the position
was paid at a higher rate for doing
the same work. Thus an officer who
was admitted to be capable was being
transferred fromn place to place, was
kept down in salary, and no encourage-
ment offered to him as compared with
officers who were treated differently.
In regard to increases of salary, if the
maximium clerical salary was £200, why
was there no limit to the salaries of the
higher officers?

Mr. TAYLOR drew attention to the
state of the House.

[Bells rung and quorum formed.]
Mn. WALLACE: Referring to public

batteries and the treatment of low-grade
ores, there should be a, sliding scale of
charges. Most miners could afford to pay
15s. a ton, but where the ore would not
justify this the Minister should make a
concession. The member for IDundas said
he could treat his tailings at 6is. 4Id. a
ton. In the Mt. Magnet district the cost
was less, therefore the Government charge
would bear reduction, and every penny
invested in public batteries was merely an
advance by the State to assist in the
development of its mineral resources.
Prospecting parties had not been success-
ful in Queensland, where they had mainly
consisted of broken-down gentlemen sup-
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plied by the Government with everything
except money. Here the Minister would
not supply anything buteamels and equip-
ment. The people of the districts from
which each party started should be allowed
to nominate the men. This would pre-
vent accusations of favouritism. On the
whole, during the reign of the present
Minister, the department appeared to
have earned the goodwill of mining people
throughout the State. True, the Minister
controlled only one department, and was
not subject to such onslaughts as
his colleagues sustained ; nevertheless
he deserved great credit, and com-
plaints were few. But why was there
so much procrastination after a depart-
mental officer reported on a locality
as to boring, public batteries, or cyanide
plants ? From the poorer clas9ses of
prospectors in and around Boogardie,
he (Mr. Wallace) had received letters
complaining of delays, It was a year
and seven months since the first report
was received by the Minister. That
report was not favourable, aud six weeks
later another officer reported favour-
ably on the district, and the crushings
which had taken place: had proved that
the second report was fairly accurate.
Why there should have been a delay of
one year and seven mouths he did not
know. The battery had not yet been
erected, and the miners could not hold on
to their shows for such a length of time.
The Minister should be guided by his
scientific officers. If an officer advised
that it was not desirable to erect a plant
in a certain locality that advice Should be
accepted, and if the officer's report was
not good enough to go upon, then why
should that officer be retained in the
service ? The Government Geologist
reported that a certain locality was not
sufficiently good to merit the putting
down of bores to test the country at a
depth. Since the report was received
men had been working with pick and
shovel on alluvial there at a depth of
16 feet. Was the Minister to rely on
the reports of his officers ? The Govern-
ment Geologist had reported on an oil
deposit in the South; but now every-
thing indicated that Mr. Maitland's
report was inaccurate. There were indica-
tions sufficiently good to justify a large
sum of money being expended there in
prospecting. He hoped the State Mining

Engineer would be an officer whose
opinion could be relied upon by the
Minister, While ]ie regretted that some
small salaries had not been increased,
still there were not many instance in
which increases had been given to higher
officers of the department. The Minister
had given the Committee great assist-
anice in discussing the Estimates, and he
hoped the Minister would give the Same
attention to other parts of the State that
he had given to the fields now working.
As to sending the Government Geologist
through Pilbarra and Kimberley, he
believed it would do good, and would have
the effect of opening up one of the best
fields ever found.

Mni. HOPKINS -. The mining possi-
bilities of Western Australia were mnost
satisfactory. There was no reason why
mining registrars or wardens, by virtue
of their position, should not purchase
gold for and on behalf of tho Mint, and
make advances until the final returns
came to hand. Gold prospecting appeared
to have passed in Western Australia, for
a time. Take the East Coolgardie gold-
field, the number of gold-mining leases
being prospected now was very small.
A few years ago, even an office-bay in a
legal firm at Kalgoorlie would know how
to make out an application for ab lease.
Now, even the head of the office was not
able to make out an application for a
lease without looking up the regulations.
That was an indication how prospecting
had fallen off in and around that district,
and the time had arrived when special
inducements should be offered to persons
who were willing to employ labour to
prospect the country, even in close prox-
i mity to the inineral belt which was being
worked at the present time. The labour
conditions for the first year or two should
be reduced, and this question was worthyv
the close attention of the Minister. The
Government could reduce the fees and
the rents and the survey cost until a
period of two years had elapsed.

Thrn MINISTER FOEt MINES: That was
done now with a reward lease.

Mn. HOPKINS: Not in examining
such a district as he spoke of. There
had been as many as 200 leases working
in and around Kalgoorlie; to-day the
number was nominal. There were lodes
and reefs -which only required to be
found, and if discoveries could be made
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by offering special inducements to people
to take up country and prospect it and
work it that would be sufficient for the
time being without requiring rent and
fees to be paid. The arrival of the water
at Kalgoorlie would considerably aid the
mining industry. It was apparent that
the scheme was not likely to be a success,
nor was the water supply likely to be
consumked at the high price that had
been fixed. He was not speaking on the
question in the interests of his con-
stituents as against, the State. Ho spoke
to the question as to whether the scheme
would pay or not. It was the facility for
doing business cheaply which made busi-
ness, and he was inclined to think those
responsible for fixing the price

Tane MINISTE FRa MINES: it had not
been fixed yet.

Mn. HOPKINS: It was fixed prac-
tically so far as the mining companies
were concerned, and whilst giving the
Government and the Minister for Works
every credit for having done their best, it
was his opinion a larger quantity of
water would be used, and consequently a
greater return with greater possibilities of
profit for the water trust sand the develop-
ment of the resources of the country
would result if the price of the water
was reduced. An experiment of that
kind was worthy of trial. If it were
foundl not to be justified, then the matter
would have to be viewed from another
standpoint. Whether the water scheme
was going to pay or not was only a
secondary question comipared with the
development of the mining industry in the
interior. From the time the shares of a,
gold mine were placed on the public
exchange for sale, shareholders aod the
public generally should on certain days
be given the right to inspect the mine,
The directors of all mines should be com-
pelled to puxblish reports of the develop-
ment on the same day as those reports
appeared in London. After every clean-
up that took place there should be issued
through the Government Gazette a. state-
ment of the cost of mining and treating
the gold, and then the profit and loss
account for the period for -which the
clean-up had taken place.

MR. MORAN: That was dlone with
some mines now.

MR. HOPKINS: It should be dune
with all. There should be an annual

statement from the different mines,
showing the true position of affairs,
setting out what had been done for the
year, how much gold had been won, how
much it had cost to win it, and what the
profit was.

Mn. MoRAN:- The same with regard to
timber companies V

Mn. HOPKINS: It was of those par-
ticular companies which came under his
notice that he spoke chiefly. He did not
want to see such things as had happened
in connection with the Great Finpall.
He did not want to see shares man ipu-
lated for market purposes. A publica-
tion. of the state of affairs in connection
with mines would be of value the more
regularly it took place. A combination
was being formed which, according to
report, was intended to control the whole
trade connected with mining in and
around the Eastern Goldfields; and if
this were so, it would devolve nn us to
see that we should as far as possible safe-
guard the interests of persons living in
the State rather than the interests of
persons outside who manipulated mining
shares for their own benefit, Our first
obligation was to our own people. A
School of Mines was to be established at
Kalgoorlic; and ha asked the Minister
whether this institution was to he
established on a. site chosen in Kalgoorlie,
to satisfy the interests of those persons
who were able, by means of a, big daily
newspaper, to bring pressure to bear Qfl
the Government, or was the School of
Mines to be plaeed in such a centre that
it would best serve the interests of the
population and of students who would
attend it. There were some 30,000
people in that district, and if the School
of Mines was to be established for the
benefit of the population, it should be so
placed as to serve the interestsi of the
people. He did not 'expect that the
School of Mines would be placed in his
constituency, but it ought to be placed so
as to be of the greatest convenience to
those who were expected to use it. It
mnight be said there were tramway and rail-
way conveniences for enabling students
from various places to attend a School of
Mines at a fixed centre;- but it was not
every student nor every family -which
could afford a shilling a day for the pur-
pose, and this expense would be an im-
portant item to a poor family who had a
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student attending the School of Mines.
A mining inspector lately appointed at
Kalgoorlie was said to be over 60 years
of age. It would be well to fix the age
at which public servants should be comn-
pelled to retire, and this should apply
not to one, but to all officers after attain-
ing a certain age. One inspector of
mines, if a. live man, might do all1 that
was required in the way of inspection in
the East Coolgardie district, if a different
system were adopted. He was pleased to
see that the present Minister bad brought
about many improvements; but one
other improvement would be to have a
complaint book placed at the office of the
Workers' Association at Boulder, at the
Trades Hall in Kalgoorlie, and at the
office of the A.M.A. on. the gold-mining
leases. Complaints might be entered in
those books by the appointed secretary,
who could make the record on infor-
mation received; and if the mining in-
spector would regularly consult those
complaint books, he woiuld be greatly
assisted in his work of removing com-
plaints, and be able more thoroughly
to inspect, the -mines in the district.
Throughout the Eastern Goldfields the
efforts of the Minister of Mines were
highly appreciated; but he (Mr. Hopkins)
was convinced there was much more to
be done in the future, in order that the
great mining indtobtry might be more
fully developed.

MR. ILLING-WOETH complimented
the Minister on the success of the Mines
Department during the past year, and
for material changes which would be of
advantage to the State. The claims of
the -Murchison district should be urged
on the Minister's attention in regard to
the opening of a branch School of Mines.
The Murchison was a, growing mnining
district, and at Cue there should be a
branch School of Mines available to
students throughout those goldfields, be-
cause it was impracticable that they
could derive benefit from a School of
Mines so far away as Perth or Kalgoorlie.

Mu. TAYLOR: Without complaining
as to the appointment of a State Mining
Engineer, he must say the Governmnent.
ought to engage officers on the same lines

as private firms would do. He gathered
from the Minister that this officer was
engaged for three years, and apparently he
would have to remain here for three years

whether ho gave satisfaction or not. An
engagement niade in that way was not
such as he could approve of, though he
hoped the engagement would turn out
satisfactorily.

THEi MINISTER FOR MINF8s Private
persons enigaged men ]ike this for a, term,
of three or five years.

MR. TAYLOR: Private firms did not
keep people who failed to suit them.

THF, MilNISTER FOE MINEs: This man
had given up his present position to come
here, and he should have some security
in the position.

MR. TAYLOR: Then the Minister
was frightened that if another Minister
for Mines came in he might dismiss this
officer.

At 6t80, the CafAaRaIAN left the Chair,
At 7-30, Chair resumed.

Ma. TAYLOR (continuing): The re-
marks of the member for Mount Magnet
ais to the officer shifted from Cue to
Meazies he thoroughly indlorsed. Any-
one who travelled in the Menzies district
knew the difficulties of transit and the
immense distances to he covered. Not-
withstanding the high salary paid to the
officer removed, the man who had taken
his place was doing the same work at
less salary. The salary should attach to
the office, not to the officer. The former
inspector at Cue should have been ap-
pointed to Kalgoorlie. He (Mr. Taylor)
could from personal experience speak of
his competence.

Tu MiwisTER FOR Mw Es: 'The officer
was now at Menzies. the most important
centre.

Mn. TAYLOR: Most important per-
haps to the Minister, but not to the State.
The most efficient inspector in the State
should have been sent to Kalgoorlie,
where the work was the most arduous
and difficult. In saying this he was uot
reflecting on the present inspector there,
whom he did not know. Regarding
public batteries, the people of his district,
which 'was Comparatively new and was
being energetically prospected, had long
been expecting two batteries. The Minis.
ter promised they would be th ere in a few
weeks: they would soon justify their
erection. There was too much procras-
tination in dealing with reports of officers
sent out to test new districts. Sometimes
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two years elapsed without action being
taken, and occasionally a second in-
spector was despatched to supplement
the report. The people believed this was
done to give the Government breathing
time. On receipt of a favourable re-
port the department should act, laying
the blame, if any, on the inspector,
who should be dealt with accordingly.
In one instance a report was received.
favourable to a district, but three years
elapsed before a battery was erected.
One of the reports in reference to
Laverton was somewhat unfavourable;
but since the battery was erected it had
been running full time and doing good
work. There was a place 18 miles from.
Laverton for which a battery had been
promised somne time - a prospectors'
district, where the reefs were mostly
small as far as the sinking had gone,
though in some places the reefs were
developing into larger ore bodies. The
miners were anxious to have a battery,
and no time should be lost in erecting
one there, because the stone was in the
district, and what was now a dull place
would become a. flourishing centre. At
Lake Way the people for years had been
endeavouring to get a battery. Prospec-
tors had been working, and in some cases
had gone away disgiisted. The Minister
promised to send a five-head battery there,
and it would be money well spent. The
district would soon become a. flourishing
one. It was to be hoped the Minister
would act with discretion in expending
the prospecting vote, and he hoped the
Government would not be influenced in
their selection of prospectors, but would
pick men who had proved themselves to
be good prospectors, men who had
prospected the country until their own

capi1tal hadl become exhausted, and then
hadfallent back on the labour market. A

certain amount of danger surrounded the
sending out of prospectors with camels,
and that was why he asked the Minister
to use great discretion. There should be
no feather-bed prospectors sent out with
a flourish of trumpets and with a lot of
gear which was not wanted. The country
should send out men who were used to
roughing it, not men who would prospect
soaks and water-holes and not leave them
for fear of being lost.

MR. HOLMAN: It was gratifying to
.note the improvement whichi the Mines

Department had made during the last
twelve months; and if the improvement
went on,' Western Australia, would have
the best-managed Mines Department in
Australasia, There had been an alteration
in a fired principle during the last 12
months by removing inspectors from one
district to another. It had proved a
success, although the Murehison people
had lost a really good inspector. He
thought Mr. Greenard should have re-
ceived an increase in salary, for mining
inspectors should be made independent
as far as possible. It would be a wise
step if the Minister removed the wardens
from one district to another, In the past
wardens had not given general satisfac-
tion. In somne cases it was shown that
the wardens had been too long in one
place and had got into a groove which
they could not get out of. The Murchison
'had been sadly neglected in the matter of
a technical school while provision was
imade for schools in other directions. It
was well to educate the young men on
the fields and to give them an opportunity
of studying and obtaining a knowledge of
the different ores and the nature of the
stone. If this were done in the future,
we should have %. class of men going out
into new country, and instead of passing
over the richest ores would be able to
pick them out. He hoped the Minister
would take into consideration the vast
improvement which had been made on
the Murehison, and establish a technical
school there similar to those in Perth and
on the Eastern Gloldfields. He would
rather see the mioney which was spent on
public gardens, the Zoo, the art gallery
and the museum in Perth, spent on the
goldfields, in giving people in the back
country an opportunity of gaining know-
ledge, and not that the people of Perth
should have all the advantages. Some
time ago the people on the Murchison
were promised a diamond drill. Private
enterprise was given the preference, but
he had not heard of this private
company making any splash yet. Re
hoped the company would strike some-
thing when they started boring with
the diamond dril, but he did not think
the company was in a hurry to make a6
start. There had been an increase in the
good work done by the publia batteries
during the past 12 months, but the
benefit could be increased greatly yet.
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The cost of public batteries was far in
excess of that of private batteries. On
the Murchison private batteries could
crush stone for 2s. or 3s. less than a
public battery could, An innovation
bad been made by allowing prospectors
at places to crush by time instead of at
per ton. That was a decided help to men
treating free milling ore, and he hoped
this system would be adopted elsewhere.
A man knew what the cost per hour
would be, but be did not know what the
cost per ton was likely to turn out.
Therefore, if people were able to hire a
battery at per hour they were in a, posi-
tion to get full value, especially with
low-grade ores and free-milling ores.
The system had proved a great success at
Meekatharra, although there was -not
sufficient water to keep the battery run-

ning for the 24 hours. The water would
only keep the battery going for eight
hours, although there was sufficient stone
to run for the whole day. There was
plenty of scope in Western Australia for
prospecting in the future, and he con-
sidered that half the money derived from
the dividend tax should be expended in
prospecting new country and in endea-
vouring to open up fresh fields. This
would increase the amount of the dividend
tax. He was pleased to hear that the
Minister was in favour of building light
lines of railway on the goldfields. It
would not only cheapen production and
open fresh country, but it would enable
the people to live better. While wardens
on the goldfields acted as magistrates, on
the Estimates the cost was put down to
the Mines Department. That was not
fair, becanse mining wardens gave a
great deal of their time to magisterial
duties. He trusted that during the next

twelve months a far greater improvement
would be seen in. the gold returns, that
facilities would be given for prospecting,
and the people on the goldfields would
have an opportunity of educating them-
selves by means of technical schools.

MaE. JOHNSON: More attention was
desirable in reference to the long exemp-
tions allowed to some mining companies
on Hannans Belt. Scores of mines had
not been working for a considerable time,
some of them not for three years past;
and if the 'Minister would give serious
attention to these eases, he might enable
working men on the fields to take up

those leases if they were forfeited as they
ought to be, and in that way greatly
reduce the, difficulty in connection with
the unemiployed. In reference to mining
inspection, he agreed with the member
for Han nans that the numtber of accidents
in mines at Kalgoorlie and on Hannans
Belt was increasing seriously, and while
he did not blame the inspector for this,
he did attribute it to the want of sufficient
inspection. There ought to be two
inspectors there instead of one. It was
pleasing to hear the Minister's remarks
in reference to assistance being given to
prospectors. The first time that he (Mr.
Johnson) spoke in this House was on a
motion affirming that assistance should
be given to prosplectors, particularly in
reference to the loan of camels; but the
House did not then think it advisable to
assist prospecting parties in that way.
He was glad the Minister now recognised
that the time had arrived when assistance
should he given to prospecting parties for
exploring in the country; and he felt sure
thle result of such assistance would be
that many more prospecting parties would
go out, and that more auriferous country
would be discovered. He congratulated
the Minister on the succesWFul working of
the Mines Department. People on the
goldfields recognised that there was a vast
improvement brought about since the
present Minister took charge of the ad-
ministration; and it was to be hoped he
would continue the good work, and would
also give more attention to the question
of long exemptions.

Mu. THOMAS: During his absence
this afternoon, the member for Boulder
was said to have made reference to him
in a way that was unseemly and not at
all justifiable. The hon. memnber had
said, as he understood, that if the mem-
ber for flu das would use his extreme
loquacity in advocating sensible measures
for the benefit of the goldflelds, such as
the Esperance railway and the reduction
of railway rates, he would do more good
for the fields titan by wasting most of
his time in advocating the interests of
absentee capitalists and big mine-owners.
To these remarks he (Mr. Thomas) took
extreme exception, and he craved the in-
dulgence of the committee in answering
them. Every member would give him
credit to this extent, that he had done his
best for a cause which not only he, but
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the majority of goldfields people, had
very much at heart, namely the con-
struction of a railway from Esperance to
the goldfields. He bad brought that
matter prominently before the Hlouse last
session and this Session. Many members
would probably consider he boad devoted
too much time to the advocacy of that
work; especially the members for Fre-
mantle, who particularly objected even to
the mention of Esperance. A letter
which appeared in the Press from the
member for Boulder gave him the oppor-
tunity of saying what he had to say
regarding caucus meetifgs. He (Mr.
Thomas) had asked gbldfields members,
including members of the Upper House,
to hold meetings and keep in touch with
each other on this railway question.
After be moved the motion this session
affirming the desirability of constructing
a railway from Esperance to the gold-
fields, and before the vote was taken, he
consulted the Speaker of the House as to
the form in which the question would be
put. The goldfields members were in-
formed accordingly as to how the ques-
tion would be put; and they agreed that
they would first vote on the general
question, and would afterwards vote on
the amendment. HEe told this (among
others) to the member for Boulder.

Mn. HOPKINS: That statement he
absolutely denied, and he demanded that
it be withdrawn.

Mn. THOMAS:- After the tea-hour,
and before the vote was put, the member
for Kanowna (Mr. Hastie) asked the
Speaker whether, if the motion were
defeated, members could vote on the
amendment; and the Speaker said they
could. Goldfieilds members then decided
to vote first for the motion, to test the
feeling of the House; yet the miember for
Boulder voted against the motion.

Ma. HOPiKINs: Yes; in accordance with
a caucus decision by which he had loyally
abided, while the hon. member bad not.

M.R. THOMAS: As secretary to the
caucus meeting, he would refute the hon.
member by producing the minutes. This
was justifiable, the hon. member having
given particulars to the Press.

MR. HOPINmS: Yes; after they had
been revealed by a deputation to the
Premier.

Ma. THOMAS: The hon. member
400txsed him of devoting most of his time

to advocating the interests of the big
mine owner and absentee capitalist, also
of trying to defeat the Dividend Duties
Bill. To the last count he was proud to
plead guilty, and was sorry the hon.
member was not with him in trying to
defeat cAss legislation. Instead of divi-
dend duties, he (Mr. Thomas) had advo-
cated a graduated income tax which would
reach everyone. How then could he be
an advocate of the absentee ? Yet the hon.
meinber, who had no soul and no thou ght.
beyond the boundaries of the Boulder
municipality,, accused him of indiffer-
ence to the industry which he had
tried in a practical manner to develop,
and could develop without any direc-
tions from a, spurious Labour ma~n. The
hon. member was fend of declaiming
against "1boodlers." Let the House
decide which was the bigger boodler, the
man who tried legitimately to assist every
section on the fields, or he who started a
township on cheap land which he after-
wards let-

TnnF MINISTER FRn MINES: This had
nothing to do with the Estimates.

THEf CHRMnAN: No. The hon. mcmii-
ber was creating a faruher cause of
explanation by reflecting on another
member.

MR. HOPKINS hopead he would be
allowed to reply.

Ma.- THOMAS: The goldflelds public
and his constituents would decide who
was the best advocate of the Esperance
railway and of proper treaitment for the
goldfields.

Ma. MORAN: The miniature budget-
speech of the Minister had been highly
interesting, and his pride in his dle-
partment was pardonable, while his
comm end able firmness in controlling
expenditure might well be imitated byv
his colleagues, for if economy could be
secured in our most important depar-t-
ment1 economy was possaible in others.
The Minister, however, said nothing of
his predecessors. It was the old Forrest
Ministry which gave the mnining industry
its first and greatest impetus, and the
present Minister was following the course
mapped out by his forerunner, Mr.
ibef roy, who in establishing public bat-
teri es did the pioneering and experimental
work-the most diffic.ult of all-and
effected economies necessary in a depart-
nment when every item of expenditure
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was Closely watched by Parliament. Mr.
Lefroy's batteries did not show a profit.
That would have been impossible in the
first few years of such an enterprise. But
the present Minister took office at afavour-
able moment, when the foundation of a
profitable business hail been carefully pre-
pared. Mr. Lefroy laid the foundation of
the battery system, and did it well. There
could not be tailings to ti-eat with cyanide
until crushing had gone on for some time.
Mr. Lefroy had the crushing to do, and
he piled up the tailings at the batteries:
now the present Minister was treating
those tailings, which went a long way to
turn a loss into a slight profit. We
should not forget to say a word on behalf
of the old party who initiated the policy.
At the same time he gave credit for the
excellent management of the departmient
by the present Minister. The Minister
was not starving the department in any
way, but economies could still be carried
out. There wats over-service in the
Mines Department at the present time,
and at the head of the tree. The present
Minister knew how to treat officers and
to get good work out of them. There
was no dissatisfaction expressed at the
present time. He asked the Minister to
remember that hie might not have as
quiet a time as he had during the past
year or two. It was hard to administer
a department when there were alluvial
troubles, but it was to be hoped that
those disturbances would not occur again.
He was glad. to hear the announcement
by the Minister for Mines of the
magnificent discoveries made in regard
to the baser metals in the northern
portion of this country. It was pleasant
to hear of the deposits of iron ore, and it
would be welcome news to have confirma-
tion that coal deposits had been discovered
on the Murchison. He was informed by
Warden Finnerty,and by thatgentleman's
brother, that there were large coal seams
at the head of the Ashburton River. It
was welcome news to know that the Gov-
ernment Geologist was to be sent into
places where his services were required.
They were not necessary in large centres.
The services of a geologist were very
valuable to a young State, and he should
travel through the North-West country,
and one hoped this would lead to the
influx of British and foreign capital, the
more the better. If the foreigners sent

their capital into Western Australia, we
knew how to get a share of it. It was
a bad look-out for Perth and Fremnantle
when capital did not come, and it was a
worse look-out for labour if capital ceased
to flow into this country. If the Govern-
wrent Geologist could prove metalliferous
deposits in the North-West, then we
should find an outlet for the thousands
who were coming to the State, and the
hundreds who, after the Coolgardie Water
Scheme and the hairbour works had been
completed, would be looking for employ-
ment. The northern portion of the State
was capable of great development. If
the geologist reported favourably on the
northern Aountry, it would convince him
(Mr. Moran) that the matter of a railway
to the North- West was an important one
at the present time. The Minister bad
made out. a good case iii reference to the
increases on the Estimates. One hoped
that the State Mining Engineer would
turn out to be worth the money which was
to be paid him. It was to be hoped that
he would find profitable employmient. He
supposed the State Mining Engineer was
a metallurgist.

THE MINISTER roE MINES: A geolo-
gist.

MR. MORAN: The services of this
officer could be called into request in the
establisbment of schools of mines, and if
be was kept travelling around the country
and not confined too much to Perth ,
he (cold do good work. One hoped a
school of mines would be established on
the Murchison. The amount which was
being spent on Parliament Houses should
have been put into the erection of schools
of mines. There were economies which
could be practised, and no public build-
ings which could be done without should
be gone on with, whether in Perth or
elsewhere, while money was wanted for
the development of this great industry.
If it were found that municipalities or
roads boards could do with less money,
then it should be spent on the mining
industry. He was glad the Minister was
continuing the policy of the Forrest
Government in following new fields as
quickly as possible* for the purpose of
finding water. No one was able to deny
the magnificent work done by the old
Government in this respect in the past,
in finding hospital accommodation and
water. In connection with the matter of
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a share register for this country, he hoped
the Minister would look into the question,
and if anything could be done to make
the lot of the local shareholder more
secure it should be done. He could give in-
stances how shareholders used tobe robbed
by notifications being seat from the Lon-
don office of a call on shares, and 80 days
being given for the return of the-money.
Before that letter reached Western Aus-
tralia our shares had been forfeited; and
he (Mr. Moran) lost several thousand
pounds in the early days by that sort of
sharp practice. The speech of the Minis-
ter this evening would give great heart
to the country, and he (Mr. Moran)
would feel braced up by that slech when
he came to speak on the question of the
Coolgardie Water Supply Bill next Tues-
day. We were better able to realise now
that as our mines went deeper they
became richer, that as our population
increased it was becoming more permanent
in character; therefore it was only a
question of time when the financial part
of the water supply for the goldfields
might be as successful as the engineering
part was proving to be.

MR. HOPKINS desired to reply to
some remarks which bad been made in
the form of an attack upon himself by
the member for Dunidas.

THE CHAIRMHAN reminded the hon.
member several times that he must not
make personal references, but should
direct his remarks to the vote.

MR. HOPKINS: As he was not fully
at liberty to answer the attack of the
hon. member, he would say briefly-

I am armed so strong in honesty,
That they pass by me as the idle wind,
Which I respect not.

Perhaps the proper course was to ignore
the attack which had been made on him;
but while this was his wish, he must say
that he would Dot allow a member of this
House to make statements concerning
him that were not in accordance with
facts. He repudiated the statements
made by the bon. member, and affirmed
that in his earlier remarks he had
not referred to the bion. member as
a 11boodler." As a matter of fact, a
boodler was one who sold his vote and
influence for some financial consideration.
It would be most interesting if the
minutes of the caucus meetings referred

to could be published, so that members
might form their own opinion as to cer-
tain statements made by the member for
Dundas in reference to caucus meetings.
He (Mr. Hopkins) had strongly sup.
ported the construction of a railway
from Esperance, to the goldfields, and
during the many years he had been taking
part in public affairs he advocated this
railway, and did not trumpet it forth for
political purposes, as he believed it to be
in the best interests of the mining corn-
munity and therefore of the State.
Having taken a part in public affairs
in the State since 1896, he bad never yet
done anything in his public or private
capacity that he had reason to regret, nor
said anything he wished to recall. Those
lands which he possessed had been
honourably acquired, and in many in-
stances he paid for them only too dearly,
for the advantage of the State in most
cases. Whatever might be his properties,
and amongst them was one which had
cost him X2,000, hie would willingly sur-
render the lot and retire frointhe position
hle occupied, if there was the slightest
justification for the insinuations which
had been hurled at him across the
Chamber by the metmber for Dundas.
[MEMBERs : What about the vote ?]
The eight and a half hours wasted over
the Dividend Duties Bill by the member
for Dundas would have been better de-
voted to the study of the vote now before
the Committee.

MR. HASTIE joined in congratulating
the Minister on the management of the
Mines Department, and hoped that the
abundant praise would not provoke the
envy of the hon. gentleman's colleagues.
It had been claimed by one member that
everything which was being done by the
Mines Department bad been sketched out
in a previous period by Sir John Forrest.
In reference to the question of a local
share registry, it was desirable that the
Government of this State should endea-
your to induce the British Government to
use its influence for making its owvn
enactment more effective in regard to
companies having their registry, if not in
England, then in the place where they
carried on operations. It might be
replied, perhaps, that Australia being
now federated it was regarded in England
as one country, and that if a local registry
was opened in Adelaide, that would legally
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have the same effect as if it were in any
otber part of Australia.

Mn. MORAN: Then according to that
law, England was the same country as
Australia, this being a part of the British
Empire.

MR. HASTIE: The opinion of counsel
quoted by the member for Dundas might
be right; but the matter ought to be
tested, because the West Australian share
market, if its operation was made prac-
ticable, would be the best in Australia..
At p resent no speculator in local shares
could live here; all who had attempted it
had gone down. It was the same on the
Rand, until the London companies were
forced by the Boor Government to estab-
lish local registers. Previously London
had been the headquarters of speculation.
So that as much local mining scrip as
possible should he held here, the Adelaide
market must be undermined, so as to
make Perth or Kalgoorlie the head-
quarters. The mining industry would
be greatly benefited. had we a few officers
like the State Mining Engineer and the
Government Geologist, who fully earned
their paty. He was pleased to hear so
many members assert. the permanency of
the goldfields. This practice should be
continued, and after many years the
farming community might believe the fact.
All members seemed to agree as to the
public batteries; but he could not declare
with the member for Dundas that crush-
ing charges should be conisiderably re-
duced, and that they ought not to exceed
10s, with a corresponding reduction in
the cyanide charges. If the hon. nmem-
her's argument were sound, crushing
ought to be c:heap where there was keen
competition ; but in Kalgoorlie and
Kanowna, where crushing done for the
public was easy, it was not particularly
cheap. The usual Kanowna charge was
from 14g. to 17s.

Mn. THOMAS said he had crushed at
Norseman for 12s. 6d.

MR. HASTIE:- All batteries which
had attempted to crush for 12s., 13s., and
the one or two who quoted 11s, had
"gone bung." Allowing for the circum-

stances, the present public battery charges
were as low as were consistent with safety,
and the cyanide charges much cheaper
than those of private establishments at
Kalgoorlie till about six monthsa ago,

Tux MINISTER FOR MiNts: About
half -a-crown less than the usual charge.

Mn. HASTIE:- And the charge had
already been reduced. Better charge a
little more than the irreducible minimum
than run the risk of having to raise the
fees. The member for Boulder comn-
plained that in the Kalgoorlie district
only a few leases were being worked,
practically all the rest of the ground
'being held, but the mining returns
showed that for October there was ore
crushed from 52 companies and claims in
that district, therefore in it, the smallest
district in the country, was a fairly large
Dumber of shows, and as many did not
crush every month, there must be at
least 100 parties and companies at work.
As to the figures of the inember for
flundas, the samne return showed that in
his distri ct there were only 18 parties and
companies who crushed during the month
of October. In the Kanowna district
there were 60, and in North Coolgardic
53. All experienced men would grasp
the importance of these figures.

MR. THOMAS: There were more thanl
18 parties in the Phillips River district
alone.

MR. HFASTIE: The figures generally
showed that goidmining in the distrits
indicated was not confined to a few large
companies, hut wats spread over many aiDd
different-sized enterprises-a good sign.
He congratulated the Minister on his
lucid and interesting speech, which con-
clusively showed the prosperous state of
the industry.

THE MINISTER FOR. MINES (in
reply). A few remarks of hon. members
needed attention. He thanked them
for their praise of his department, the
success of which was due to a highly-
efficient staff.- The most important
criticisms were in reference to the regu-
lations for returns to be supplied by
companies, and the local registration of
foreign companies. There was now in
preparation a Bill to consolidate all the
G-oldfields Acts. This would be sub-
mitted next session, and should make
the industry cleaner and purer than in
the past. The colonial share register
problem came under the purview of the
Attorney General. The Government
would consider the possibility of en-
forcing the Act. As to hon. members'
criticisms of inspectors of mines, the
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recent changes were justified. The bon.
member who said the present inspector
at Kalgoorlie was 70 years of age
drew the long bow. Though the in-
spector was an elderly man, he was a
most deserving and efficient officer,
with many years' experience of mining.
But he asked members to recollect
that the Government had appointed a
State Mining Engineer, whose duty it
would be to principally control the
inspection of mines, and a soon as this
officer returned front the Phillips River
district lie would proceed to Kalgoorlie
to settle the question whether another
inspector should be appointed to that
district. As to the question of batteries,
it was not his intention at present to
reduce the charge below 15s. As soon
as we were satisfied the batteries would
pay and a reduction could be m'ade, that
reduction would be made. It was only
during the past few months that the
Government had been able to see a profit,
and the department wished to get the
batteries on a better basis than at present,
then he felt satisfied the cost could be
reduced. At present we had to consider
not only the batteries that would pay,
but the public battery system as a whole.
Batteries were being worked in new dis-
tricts which the Government might lose
on, and anyone who had the whole
system at heart must allow some districts
to pay more than their expenses, so as to
be able to prosecute the system and mnake
it a success as a whole. Until the present
cost of crushing could be reduced, it was
not intended to reduce the charges.
Reference had been made to the q-uestion
of exemption on the Kalgoorlie fields.
He did not think that a great deal of
exemption had been granted lately. The
departmnent were trying to cut it down;
but members no doubt were thinking of
the Stanidard Exploration Company,
which went into liquidation in February
of last year, and if the Minister had not
worked the leases with tact, serious in-
jury would have been done to the State.
The Standard Exploration Company were
insolvent for a large sum; they held leases
throughout tbe country, and he allowed
them some months for liquidation. As
be was forcing the company to comply
with the labour covenants they obtained
an injunction from the Supreme Court.
Notice was sent to the, company that if

they, did not carry out the labour con-
ditions the Judge's order would be
disputed. Every one of the leases had
now the labour employed on them, and
the department had done well. As to
the site for the School of Mines, this
matter had not yet been decided by the
Government: personally he thought the
site should be in Kalgoorlie, where there
was ab tram service, and that site would
serve Boulder and the Hannans district.,
There was also a train service from Cool-
gardie. Three or four constituencies
were interested in the matter. In a
short time he would make his recoin-
inendation to the G4overnment, and the
decisiion would he announced.

Item-Inspector of Mining Surveys,
£50:

Ma. HTOLMAN: Who was this officerP
TnaE MINISTER FOR MINES: The

Under Secretary for Mines was the inspec-
tor of mining surveys, and it was desired
that the item should be transferred next
to No. 1. Mr. King, being a mining
surveyor, wished to keep the position.

Mn., HOLMAN: The item should be
stated on the Estimates, as " Under
Secretary for Mines and Inspector of
Mining Surveys."

Item-State Mining Engineer (inine
months), £9526:

MR. THOMAS: The Minister was to
be congratulated on paying a salary some -
what adequate to the position. He
believed from reports he had received
that the State had made an excellent
bargain in securing Mr. Mongoineryv as
State Engineer. Applications were invited
for the position of State Mining Engineer
at.£600 per annum, and a large iqumber
of applications were sent in from. all over
Western Australia.

Tim MINISTER FOR MINEs: Fifty-
three applications.

My. THOMAS: If it had been stated
that there would be aL three-years' agree-
ment to the person taking thie position,
and that in the first year the salary would
be £700 and the next two years £800,
and that, if the officer proved satis-
factory he would be put on the permanent
list, there would have been a large num-
ber of applications from people inside
the State who did not apply at £600.
The proper thing to have done when the
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Minister did not receive atpplications
which were thought desirable out of the
53, was to have issued fresh advertise-
ments in the State calling for applications
for the position at the salary decided on.
The way in which the appointment had
been made was radically wrong. It was
usual in agreements of this sort to have a
clause that six months' notice could be
given on either side, and also a clause
that if the person did not discharge his
dutiesq satisfacatorily, or there was a breach
of faith, the person so employed would
get the "6sack " instantly. Had the
Minister the right to dismiss this
officerP In all public appointments
when a tbree yeLa' agreement was made
there should be a clause providing
for six months' notice being given on
either side. If applications had been
sought under the increased salary, in
all probability a competent person in

-Western Australia would have been
secured. He objected on principle to
any appointment of this sort going out of
Western Australia. The Western Aus-
tralian mining field was an exceedingly
big one, and had been the grave of a
large number of mining reputations, as
was Johannesburg. the ore occurrences
being totally dissimilar to anything the
world had previously seen.

MR. HAsTEE: It Was not so in this
country except in the case of a fewfrauds
from London.

MR. THOMAS: Similar ore occur-
rences to that at Kalgoorlie had never
been known in the history of the world,
except perhaps Cripple Creek, which
differed somewhat from the occurrences
at Kalgoorlie.

MIR. HASTIE: Give the name of some
men who lost their reputations.

MR. THOMAS: It was not likely he
would publicly state the names of mining
engineers who had lost their reputation
by giving reports in Western Australia.
Good reputations of honest and reliable
men had been lost in consequence of
wrong reports given by them in the
utmost good faith. He was not referring
to counter-jumpers and persons of that
sort who camne here posing as mining
experts, bout to men of great experience
and acknowledged ability. As a con.
spicuous example of such mistakes, the
general managrer of the Great De Beer's
mine in South Africa went to Johannes-

burg, and condemned that field as good
for nothing. The same sort of mistake
had been made over and over again in
Western Australia by mnen almost as
well known. In regard to the position of
State Mining Engineer, if the propPr
mnan could have been found in Western
Australia, as possibly he might have been
by a proper sy'stemn of inviting applica-
tions on the higher sa1lry now being
paid, there would have been the advant-
age of getting an able man with West
Australian experience; and although the
new officer now appointed was known to
be a man of great ability, yet he would
have to acquire experience in this State
which he did not possess at present, be-
fore 'he could be thoroughly efficient in
his new position.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES: In
explanation of the appointment which
had been made, he must inform ]nemb ers
that be made a novel departure. He
tried to kill the slightest idea of political
or other influence in reference to the
selection of a, State Mining Engineer.
Applications were invited at a salary of
£600 a year, and 53 applications were
received; but at the last moment lie
appointed a cornmittee consisting of the
Government Geologist, the Under Secre-
tary for Mines, and one of the best
mining engineers he could obtain in Kal-
goorlie, to go through the several papers
and make a recommendation to him as to
the mnost suitable applicant to be
appointed. He (the Minister) recognised
that he was not qualified to judge
in this matter. At the last moment Mr.
Montgomery was communicated with,
and after some negotiation he agreed to
accept the position at a salary of £700 a
year for the first year and £800 for sub-
sequent years. The Cabinet approved of
the appointment, and Mr. Montgomery
came over to fill the position. He (the
Minister) was satisfied we had got a good
man as State Miuing Engineer. Perhaps
he as Minister had acted. a little too much,
on his own discretion in going beyond
the amount of salary whiich had been
sanctioned by Parliament in the vreviolls
session; but when the opportunity came
in his way of obtaining a muan. of high
attatinments, great integrity, together
with the special features in connection
with his work in Tasmania where he
made the exposure ii1 regard to th~e
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Mount Huley mine; seeing also that
Mr. Montgomery had been five years
mining engineer on one of the large
mines in. New Zealand, and was Chief
Government Inspector of Mines in Tas-
mania, he thought Mr. Montgomery was
the most suitable man, and would be
well able to advise him in regard to the
ventilation of deep mines. He felt sure
now that when Mr. Montgomery became
better known here, our mining people
would also be satisfied with him.

Item-Inspector of Mines, £2400-
Mn. THOMAS joined with other mem-

bers in urging the necessity for another
inspector at Kalgoorlie.

TE MINISTE FOR MINES said
he would leave that to Mr. Montgomery
to advise him.

MR. T HO0MAS8: Certain remarks
which had been made about Mr. Lightley,
the present inspector at Kalgoorlie, being
too old for the position, were not justi-
fied. Having known Mr. Lightley a
considerable time and having seen his
work, one knew that as inspector he was
thoroughly competent. In such appoint-
ments ac;tive inspectors were wanted,
especially for moving about quickly in
underground workings; but it was de-
sirable to have experience as well as
activity, and if one or two younger in-
spectors could be appointed to assist Mr.
Liglitley, there would be the advantages
of activity in inspection with experience
in properly directing the work of inspec-
tion,

MR, BATH: The remarks made pre-
viously by him in regard to Mr. Lightley
were not intended to reflect on him,
except in the sense that one inspector
was not sufficient for the East Coolgardic
district, especially when the inspector was
an elderly man. The work there was too
great to be done effectually by one in-
spector, and if an additional inspector
could be appointed to assist Mr. Lighticy
that would be a. good arrangement. Mr.
Lighticy was certainly conscientious and
painstaking in his work.

Mn. TAYLOR:- The Kalgoorlie in-
spector had the advantage of a small
district, any mine in which could be
reached within half an hour after he left
his office. The inspector of the Cue dis-
trict sometimes travelled from two to
four days before he reached a mine.

[Mn. WALLACE: Six thousand miles a
year.] Much of his time was spent in
travelling. One inspector should suffice
for Kalgoorlie, and that statement was
corroborated by the man who formerly
held the post.

Mn. Jonnwsou: The area was small,
but there was too much work for one.

Mn. THOMAs: Too many levels,
MR. TAYLOR: The same applied to

outlying centres.
MRF. TuoMAs:- They had fewer accidents.
Mn. TAYLOR: Yes; owing to better

inspection and management. As the
Kalgoorlie inspector di d not travel much,
the disadvantages of his age were counter-
balanced by his experience. If he must
have help, give it him in the interests of
safety.

THE: MINISTER FOR MYINES:
Though there was, no provision on the
Estimates, the safety of the men under-
ground was so important that if the State
Mining Engineer recommended another
inspector for Kalgoorlie, the appointment
would at once be made. As to large
distripts, the department were consider-
ing the appointment of another inspector
for Cue, wvho would take in the district
from Lawlers to Lake Way, including
Peak Hill. None would be appointed
without passing a stiff examination-

Ma. TAYLOR: Mine managers should
not be apprised of the inspector's visits.
When working as a miner he (Mr. Taylor)
had been called away to do timbering in
expectation of the inspector's arrival, of
which the manager bad had seven days'
notice.

Tin MINISTRa FR MINEs: That was
when the officer was, inspector of boilers
also.

MR. TAYLOR:- True; but the visits
of all State inspectors should be ;urprise
visits.

Mit. MoAnw: When the officer was
en route to a district, his approach must
become known.

MR. TAYLOR. On several occasions
be had arrived within 24 hours of the
time he was expected. Certainly there
should be no notification on the Golden
Mile.

THE MINISTER Pon Mzwss: Nor was
there any.

Ma. TAYLOR: Any inspector giving
such notice should be dismissed. With
boiler inspectors the case was different.
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Ma. HOLMAN: The Murchison dis-
trict was one in which the worst
conditions prevailed, the inspector having
to take in Peak Hill and Lake Way, and
travel during the year over 5,000 miles
of which '4.000 had to be negotiated by
horse and trap.

Item-Inspector of Mines, £350:
Ma. WALLACE: Who was this?
TEE MINISTER FOR MINES:- The

officer acted as inspector of boilers also
in the Norseinan field, and for Coolgardie.
The officer represented by the next item
was inspector at Collie. He received
some £200 a year fromt the Railway
Department as inspector of coal supplied
to it, and he inspected Donnybrook as
well, receiving £120 from the Mines
Department.

MR. Tuozas: Did be inspect Green-
bushes?

THE: MINISTER FOR MINEs: At Green-
bushes there was no inspector.

MR. THOMAS: There ought to be;
and this officer might do the work. At
Greenbushes were plenty of employers of
labour, and a number of shafts, some of
which he had descended, and had been
glad to get out of owing to their dangerous
condition. It was necessary to send an
inspector there.

MR. EWING: Some questions had
been asked in reference to the Collie mines
to-day. He believed the Coal Mines
Regulation Act was being properly ad-
ministered, and there was no trouble
whatever. The mining inspector at Collie
was an efficient officer and one of the
worst-paid in the department. As the
Collie fields progressed the position of
inspector would be a very onerous one,
and it would be necessary to provide a
larger salary for the officer. The present
officer visited Donybrook, and would be
able to give his attention to Greenbushes
as well. The position of inspector of coal
for the railway department should be
taken out of the hands of this officer, who
would then be able to attend to the in-
spection of the coal mines and the Green-
bushes and Donnybrook fields.-

Item-Warden. Coolgardie, £750:
Mx. HOLMAN: There were six

seven inspectors of mines and 11 or
wardens. Could not the number
wardens be reduced P

or
12
Of

THE MINISTER FOR MINES: It
was the intention of the Government to
amalgamate some of these positions, and
it was expected that over £22,000 would
be saved nest year in this direction. A
warden would be appointed to Coolgardie.
Kalgoorlie, Kanowna, and Men zies. The
arrangement would come into force about
next year.

Item-Mining Registrar, Muiwarrie,
£230:

MR. THOMAS: Would this off cer do
the work at Daleyhurst as wellP

Tnn MINISTER FOR MS: This
wa~s not a new appointment. A clerk had
been transferred from Menzies to Mul-
warrie, so as to give people in that district
facilities.

Item-Warden, Pilbarra, £,500:
Ma, THOMAS: This district turned

out about 300 or 40)0 ounces of gold a
month. Lat month Pilbarra turned out
158 ounces, and West Pilbarra 311 ounces,
which was not bad for a pastoral diesLrict,
where mines might be discovered in years
to come. It was not so much a warden
that was required at Pilbarra as a magis-
trate. The item should be under the
Attorney General's Department, and the
officer should he called " resident magis-
trate."o

THE MINISTER FOR MINES: The
appointment was justified. According to
several reports received, there was mag-
nificent mineral country in Filbarra. Tin,
copper, gold, and other minerals were
found there. This was a good district
before other goldfields were discovered.
The difficulty was in developing it. It
made no difference to the State whether
the Mines Department or the Attorney
General's Department paid the salary-
an officer must be stationed there, and it
was as well he should be controlled by
the Mines Department. The officer also
acted as resident magistrate, as a large
district li ke this could not be left without
a magistrate.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: it
was not only in connection with the
export of gold and the supervision of the
gold-mining industry that a, warden was
required. There was a large amount of
tin, exported from Pilbarra, and tin claims
were increasing in number. At present,
owing to one cause or another, tbe leases
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of sonmc of the largest gold-mining comn-
panies were not being worked; therefore
the output of gold was not great. When
the same leases were held by private
individuals they were worked, but he did
not know why they were not being worked
now. Having occupied a position in the
Mines Department in this district some
years ago, he could state that there was
ample work for mi warden and a. mining
registrar. As to moving the officer from
the Mines Department to the Attorney
General's Department, that was nonsense.

MR. THOMAS: Since 1897 Pilbarra
district bad only succeeded in turning
out 76,000 ounces of gold, which was
aibout 12,000 ounces per year, -whereas

Norseman had turned out since 1897 over
three times that quantity. While memn-
bers were advocating a railway in one
district, why not for the otherP

Mn. MORAN: Figures, like those
quoted were hard to combat, when mem-
bers talked about a railway in the North-
West. lHe was sorry to hear that, for
some unexplained reason, the mines were
locked up. What was the reason ?
Probably it was the want of British
capital.

Mt. TAYLOR: Were the leases in
Pilbarra under exemption ?

TEE MINISTER FOR MINES:. Not
that he was aware of. Very few applica-
tions for exemption had been received
from that district.

Item-Goldfields allowance, Warden,
East Coolgardie (three months at £4150,
nine months at £2100), £112 IN_.

MR. HOLiMAN: It was satisfactory
to know that next year these allowances
would not appear.

Item-Exemption fees, refund, £450:
MR. HOLMAN:- A manager of a mine

had figured prominently over an applica-
tion for forfeiture recently. The mine
was held in the old country, and members
were desirous of protecting the interests
of the people who had invested their
money in the State as well as of those
who lived here. The mine manager was
looking after the property, and when the
trouble arose he put off the men. Instead
of leaving the property alone, the manager
got the wages from somiewhere to man
the lease. He paid the men cash for two
days. Wben before the court the manager

said that he had employed men personally
on the first day in order to dummy the
ground to get a chance to jump it, as the
company owed him £100; therefore he
had the first right to the ground. On
the second day he told the men to cease
work. The matter had been brought
under the notice of the Minister, and
a report obtained on the case. Men
had sworn affidavits that they were
employed in manning the ground every
day; but when the case came on in court,
one, Miller, applied for the forfeiture, and
obtained it. What had the Minister
done in regard to the action of that
manager in dummying the ground?

THE MINISTER FOR Mrk~zs: A report
was received by him, recommending for-
feiture; but owing to information hie
received, the papers were sent back with
instructions for a rehearing. He would
informv the bon. member of the result as
soon as he was able to do so.

Item-Director of Mining Schools,
Eastern Goldields, £600:

Item -House allowance for dtitto, £100:
Mn. HOLMAN: These items should

appear together as salary, instead of a
separate item of " allowance."

Ta MI[NISTER FOR MINES: It was
exceedingly difficult to get a decent house
for the purpose.

Item -Mining School, £3,000:
TaE MINISTER FOR MINES: An

addition should be made to this item, to
avoid any objection which the Auditor
General might make; therefore he moved
that there be added the words " ificlud-
ing salaries for assistants, caretaker, etc."
In reference to the School of Mines, it
would be in Kalgoorlie. Expensive
machinery would be required, so that any
student might study all matters relating
to the mining industry. The amount of
£8,000 for the School of Mines would be
sufficient till the end of June next.

Mn. THOMAS, referring to the same
item, said he was astonished to hear
from the.- Minister that the School of
Mines was to be at Kalgoorlie, bearing
in mind a previous remark that students
would be able to attend the School of
Mines at Kalgoorlie, there being tramn-
way and railway communication. This
seemed to imply that the existing School
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of Mines at Coolgardie was intended to
be closed shortly. The movement for
establishing a School of Mines at Cool-
gardie was started some years ago, at the
dlose of the Exhibition; and although
money was put on the Estimates for that
purpose, the Government for some years
refrained from expending it, and the
School of Mines had been started only
recently. The rooms now occupied for
the purpose were insufficient for the
number of students already, attending,
and he might say that every student
attending the school at present (except
two) was resident in Coolgardie. Al-
though the present session was pre-
limina~ry with ,t view to regular business
being commenced next year, the number
of students was far in anticipation of
what had been expected, and the accom-
modation was already insufficient. He
did not object to another School of
Mines being opened at Kalgoorlie, but he
maintained that the School of Mines at
Coolgardie should not be interfered with
unless to extend the accommodation. He
would like to see a School of Mines
established at every mining centre where
sufficient students could be obtained; and
occasional lectures on mining should be
delivered throughout the mining districts,
as in Cornwall.

MR. HOLMAN:- The Murchison had
as good claim as the Eastern Goldfields
to a School of Mines. There was no need
for a school in each of two towns so
closely connected by rail as Coolgardie
and Kalgoorlie, as cheap railway tickets
could be issued to students. Schools
should be established at Cue and Nannine.
Victoria. had a School of Mines at each
large mining centre. Money might be
thus expended usefully, rather than on
institutions like the Zoo and the Museum.

[MR. QUINLANi took the Ohair.]

MR. ILLINOWOETH: Something
should at once be done for Cue, where
a. School of Mines would be highly
appreciated, immensely useful, and not
necessarily costly. The State school or
the Workers' Association hail would
suffice.

Mn. MORAN:- Having been at one
time the only -representative in this
House of the Eastern Goldfields, he had
always, with the support of the member
for Cue, urged the establishment of a,

School of Mines to teach the technique
anLd the theory of mining to young people
who already had the practical knowledge.
Mining schools in Victoria had turned
out many of the leading managers in
Western Australia. Whien Minister for
Lands, he had set apart a block for a
School of Mines in Kalgoorlie. What
had the Minister for Mines done, and
what did he intend to do? Ferhaps, as
suggested by the member for Boulder,
the Golden Mile could provide a more
suitable site; but wherever the school
was situate, some must travel to it from
a distance. A number of small schools
would be of no use. There must be a
complete central school like that of
Ballarat, whirkh could confer a degree
that would be recognised. True, itinerant
lecturers could be appointed, as in Corn-
wall. It was only during the last few
years that Cornwall had gone in for de-
centralisation in reard to mining educa-
tion.

MnR. F. REID: Had it not been for an
organisation. with which he had been
connected for some years, there would
not have- been an Exhibition held at Cool-
gardie; therefore, there would not have
been a mining school at that place. It
was owing to tbe fact that the Exhibition
was held at Coolgardie that there was a
school of mines there at present. But
members to-night had stated, in discuss-
ing the item for a mining school, that
people would have to travel from Cool-
gardie to Kalgoorlie to the wining school.
In view of that statement, he wished to
know whether it was intended to remove
the school from Coolgardie to Kalgoorlie?
At present there was a building which
was designed for a school of mines; there
were 100 students attending that school;
there was a lecturer there, and a large
quantity of material was on the water
and would be erected at Coolgardie in
connection with the school of wines within
a very short period. If the rumour set
afloat meant anything at all, it was that
the school of mines was to be removed to
Kalgoorlie, notwithstanding that it was
now established at Coolgardie. Would
the Minister give an answer to this ques-
tion?

THE MINISTER FOR MINES: The
in tention of the Government at the present
time was to build a school of wines in
Kalgoorlie. He had explained to mere.
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hers, when speaking generally, what site
should be selected, and he also informed
the House that as there were trains run-
nling from Coolgardie, Menzies, and
Kanowna to Kalgoorlie, that would be
the proper place for the school. Several
constituencies were interested, and be
considered it would be his duty, after all
things had been arranged, to lay the
matter before the Government and. let
Cabinet decide what site should be
adopted. This wtas to be the chief school.
liehad~ told a, depultation which waited
on him that the Government were goingto start a school temporarily at Coolgardie,
and if the Coolgtardie people justified the
retention of the school, it would be kept
in that town, whether as a technical school
or as a mining school was for the Govern-
mnent to decide. There was a building
there, with all appliances for carrying on
a, technical or wining school.

MN., Tuou AS: What was the differ-
enceP

Tarn MINISTER FOR MINES: A
technical school would be under the De-
partment of Education, whereas a mining
school would be uinder the Mines Depart-
ment. It depended on the energy of the
people of Coolgardie whether the school
was retained in that town. If the people
desired it, and showed that was their
desire, the Government would keep the
scehool going at Coolgardie. As to the
-remarks of the members for Cue and
North Murchison, that it was desirable
that a system of technical education
should be established on the Murchison
field, that was worthy of serious con-
sideration, and would receive the serious
consideration of the Government. The
Minister for Education had assured hima
that evening classes would be started on
the Murchison if the people in the district
interested themselves. If a fa~ir number
of students offered, those classes would
be started, which could develop into a
technical school. If the people showed
energy the Minister for Education would
assist them. The question of providing
facilities for technical education on the
Murchison goldfields would be brought
under the attention of the Cabinet.

Mu, HOPKINS: As to evening schools,
the largst school was at Boulder, started
in the last three months. As there was
no0 evening school at Kalgoorlie, he
assumed tere was no requirement for it

there. If the presence of an evening
school, well attended by students, was
sufficient to establish a, claim for technical
education, he had no doubt that Boulder
would be able to make out a good case.
If a private person were establishing a,
school of mines in a district, he would not
spend £3,000 in erecting an ornate struc-
ture simply because the plate happened
to be a railway centre; but he would first
establish classes, and in that way find
out whether there would he sufficient
students to justify the erection of an
expensive building. The question was,
which of these centres was going to be
the most suitable centre for attracting
students to a school of mines; aud if this
question were dealt with by the Govern-
ment on a business-like basis, he Would
be satisfied with the decision,

Item - General Supplies and Main-
tenance (public batteries), £18,500:

MR. HOLMAN: Was it not practicable
to furnish particulars of the expenditure
of a battery, so as to show what was
spent in wages and how mnuch in the
details of maintenance? In regard to
one battery, he had asked for this infor-
mation; and all he could learn was that
about £2,000 was spent in wages and
£R1,880 in general maintenance; but as to
the maintenance he could not obtain
particulars. An amount of £2,000 ex-

p ended on general maintenance for a
10-hcad battery really required some

explanation.
Turn: MINISTER FOIR MINES: The

returns now published showed more in-
formation than was given previously, and
his desire was to show all the information
that was practicable. If the hon. mem-
ber would state to him the particulars he
wanted in reference to any battery, he
would endeavour to obtain them; but it
was hardly reasonable to expect that all
die details spent on a battery since its
erection should be gone through, for
ascertaining particular items.

Ms. THOMAS: There should be no
difficulty in obtaining the information
asked for, if the battery accounts were
properly kept.

Mn. MORAN asked for information
on a. subject mentioned in a letter from
Mr. De Boulay in reference to a contract
for carting material to a public battery
at Boogardie (Mount Magnet District).
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The statement in the letter was that the
department had expended £150 unneces-
sadly, by paying 16s. per ton fqr cartage
of material- over three miles, when the
work could have been done by con tract
for 5s. a ton. The letter complained
that this was a piece of jobbery. Could
the Minister give any information on the
subject, and was, 6s. a ton a fair amount
for carting machinery three miles in that
districtP

MR. WALLACE: It was -usual for a
member, when he received a letter con-
cerning the district of another member,
to bring it as quickly as possible before
that other member; and if the other did
not take action, the member written to
would act. When he (Mr. Wallace) saw
IDe Boulay's letter to-night, he noticed it
was dated October; and in the heat of
the moment, believing he had been un-
fairly treated, he pencilled a note on the
letter~ asking the bon. member to bring it
before the House. Surely the hon. member
(Mr. Moran) should have brought it
earlier under his notice, to give him a
chance of putting himself right with his
constituents. The writer of the letter
had been one of his (Mr. Wallace's) per-
sonal friends, and had written or wired
him on this subject some time ago, which
message was conveye~d to the Minister for
Mines. 'lenders had been called through
the Mining Registrar at Mount Magnet,
who received a tender for 13s. a ton. A
few days afterwards Mr. IDe Evulay wired
to him (Mr. Wallace) offering to do the
work for 12s. 6d. In the face of this,
IDe Boulay subsequently wrotethe member
for West Perth that the matter was a
piece of political jobbery, as the work
could have been done for 5$s. a ton.
Would any sensible man agree that such
heavy machinery, including boilers, could
be taken from the railway and carried
41 miles on a goldfield for that price?
The statement was untrue. The con-
tractor, Simpson, who had been given
the contract for carting the bed logs, had
by some error in the correspondence been
led to believe that the contract included
the whole of the machinery and acces-
sories for the battery. It was stated
be employed Mfghans to do the work.
That was untrue. He (Mr. Wallace)
had been informed that Simpson offered
to sublet the carting of the battery at
9s. per ton, but the offer was refused,

not because the price was not high
enough, but because the other carter
thought Simpson was in a "hole" and
would not assist him. His (Mr. Wal-
lace's) action had been taken with a desire
to expedite the erection of at battery for
the benefit of miners, as the correspond-
ence between the wining registrar and
the department would show. There was
nothing wrong in the transaction, save the
failure to call for tenders in the Press.

T-HE MINISTER FOR MINES: This
letter was remarkable for the extravagance
of its language in almost every sentence.
It started by charging a6 flagrant piece
of jobbery, and stated that some
300 tons of machinery were being carted,
whereas two boilers and a 10-head mill
could not exceed 60 tons. The letter
gave the distance as three miles, whereas
the member for the district said it was
four and ahalf. IDe Boulay staled tenders
had not been caled, They had. Two
were received in time, one being accepted;
and then IDe Boulay's tender cane to
hand too late, his price being either three-
pence or sixpence per ton less than the
successful tender. The letter stated a
tender for Isa. had been accepted. The
hon. member (Mr. Wallace) maintained
it was 13s. The letter continued:- "The
contract prices at the present time are
3s. 6d. per ton for carting ore along practi-
izally the same road for a. longer distance."
The letter also stated that if tenders had
been called for the work, Ss. per ton
would have been the contract price. As
long as he (the Minister) was satisfied
that the lowest tenderer got the job, that
was all he wished to know. This man
tendered low, but the tender was received
too late. No one could have done the
carting for 6s. This man had written a
black guardly letter Lull of abuse, saying
it was so diabolical aLjob that it called for
inquiry. The letter was a vast mass of
misrepresentation, and he asked members
not to believe a, word of it. This was
the first time he had seen the letter, but
he knew the circumstances of the case,
because of the tender being received too
late. Though the ruan said the work
could have been done for 5s. a, ton, he
-actually tendered for it at 12s. 6d.

Mn. EWING: The machinery could
not have been carted that distance at 5s.
per ton. As to interfering with another
member's district, he (Mr. Ewing) had
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to complain of the member for Mt.
Margaret in asking a number of ques-
tions referring to coal mines atthe Oollie.
The coal miners had never approached
him on the subject. He would like to
know if the cost of crushing at Green-
bushes was likely to be reduced. Would a,
portion of the vote be placed at the dis-
posal of the department for improving
the plant at Greenbushes, thus reducing
the cost of crushing?

Mn. MORAN:. Having been a certain
time in the Rouse, he as a rule was not
surprised, but he could not help express-
ing surprise at the change of front of the
member for Mount Magnet. It was an
extraordinary doctrine to put forwvard,
that one member should Dot bring for-
ward any matter concerning aiiothcr
mnember's electorate. Nothing was farther
from his mind thanto take up a matter
concerning the electorate of Mount
Magnet; but he happened to be looking
through some correspondence, having
been away for some time, when he found
the letter amongst others. He was sorry
the hion. member did not have the con-
fidence of his electors. He would under-
mine the hon. member at the proper
time when it was desired to put a better
man in; but he (Mr. Moran) did not
try to get correspondence from another
member's constituents to bring it forward
in the House. This very evening he had
seat the letter to the bon. member, and
received a message back, written in
pencil, asking him (Mr. Moran) to bring
the matter forward and be (Mr. Wallace)
would back him up. He also sent the
letter to the Minister for Mines ;- but
this was not what the members of the
Opposition used to do in the old days.
He did not know Mr. De Boulay at all,
hut he had heard that he was a man of
good repute.

Ma. WALLACE: Read the footnote
written by him on the letter.

Ma. MORAN: 'Here was the footnote
(which he had torn off, hut found on the
floor) -

You may bring it up. L have already
placed it before Gregory. The above is not
altogether correct, though De Boulay Is a
most hononible fe]low. It appears to mue
that department made error, but only through
desire to hasten erection of plant. You stir it
up; I will back you.

Mn. TAYLOR:- Was that what he
called "1backing you ?" However, reply-

lug now to the complaint of the member
for the South-West Mining District (Mr.
Ewing), .as to asking questions about the
ventilation of mines at Collie; the Labour
people had requested four or five weeks
ago that this should be done, but the
matter slipped his memory. He had not
consulted the member for the district in
the matter, because that member hap-
pened not to be present. A member was
perfectly right in moving in any public
matter, without stopping to swap con-
fidences with any other member. Ho
had no intention of undermining the mem-
ber for the South-West Mining District.

Mn. EWING: No e~cception was taken
to the hon. member's action in asking
questions. Under the Coal Mines.Regu.
lation Act, the employees had the matter
entirely in their own hands, being em-.
powered to appoint an inspector to go
through the mine at anky time. There-
fore, the questions asked were unneces-
sary.

Item-Lodging and water for officers
on goldfields, £50:

MR. HASTIE asked for information
regarding this item.

TuE MINISTER FOR MINES: The
amount was for the boilers department.
Boiler inspectors were receiving £21 each,
and also water allowance.

Other items agreed to, and the vote
passed.

Geological Survey, £6,045:
MR. THOMAS: One was glad to hear

from the Minister that iron deposits had
been discovered; also that aL lode of tin
had been found. He had heard of no tin
lode worked to profit anywhere outside
Cornwall. He hoped for the sake of
Western Australia the report was true,
although he was very doubtful whether
any lode of tin did exist in the locality
referred to. These geological surveys, ats
had been pointed out by the Minister, had
come too late. He' saw there was pro-
vision for one new assistant geologist, and
he would like to see more sent to do work
urgently needed. The Minister stated
that eminent geologists apparently were
generally looked out for mining people to
take charge of mines.

THrE MINISTER FOR MINES:- It was
not stated by him that it was so in every
case.

CASSRUBtY.] Oeological Survey.
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MR. THOMAS: Very few instances
couild be pointed to in which geologists
were in charge of mines. A geologist
need know nothing about mining, though
a mining man must have a. smattering of
geology. Both men were useful in their
place.

MR. BATH:. Seeing that the Minister
had such confidence in geologists, he would
recommend him to send one of them to
have a look at the country to the east of
the Mount Margaret field. He was told
the prospects of that part of the country
were very bright, and. there was a great
possibility of payable gold being found.
There was a great increase in this vote.
Seeing the policy of econoniy and retrench-
ineut which had ebaracterised the treat-
ment of the other Estimates, he thought
the Minister should have brought down
Estimates without these increases in the
various departments. He would like to
see where an increase of responsibility had
taken place as compared with last Year.
Any increase of work should have been
met with an increase of staff, but not of
salaries.

MR. HOLMAN; In North Murc~hison
were more remarkable changes of country
than any he had seen elsewhere; and a,
geological sorvey, particularly at Peak
Hill and Meekathara, would greatly
assist the miners. The geologist to be
sent to the Nor'-West should start from
Cue.

Tan MINISTER FOR MINES: The
Geological Survey Department was under-
manned; but an assistant geologist would
not be appointed till the Estimates were
passed. If the appointment were approved
by the House, the officer would survey
Cue and Peak Hill as soon as possible.
The first item on the Estimates was an
increase of. £ 26 to the Government
Geologist. Mr. Maitland's original salary'
of £600 carried a promise of an increase
to £800 ; but so far there had been only
a £60 increase.. This £25 increase had
been proposed mainly for the purpose of
asking the Committee to confirm the
promise of the Minister who appointed
Mr. Maitland that the salary should
ultimatel 'y reach £800, the salary paid to
the Government Geolo 'gists of New South
Wales, Queensland, and South Australia.
Here there was more need for a geologist
than in all the other States put together.
'Mr. Maitland was satisfied with this

State; he carried out his work economi-
cally, was a man of bhigh attainments, and
deserved consideration. In the second
item was a £50 increase. There was a
prospect of the Mineralogist and Metal-
lurgist obtaining a position elsewhere;
and Mr. Maitland had recommended the
increase. The only other increase worth
noticing was one of £20. There were
no other increases except in the statf
In the Assay Department much work
was being done for the public, more
especially for the Government batteries
which cyanided tailings, check tests being
made by this branch. An increased staff
in thle Geological Department was badly
needed,

MR. MORAN: Who was to be the
assistant geologist ?

THE MINISTER FOR 'Mixrs: All appli-
cations would be referred to two eminent
experts in New South Wales and Victoria
respectively.

MR. MORAN: Could the Minister
give any farther information about the
oil cuntry in the South-West, where so
much money had been sunk by private
enterprise?

Tun MINISTER FOR MINES: The
company now engaged in boring had
been urged to send in particulars and
samples of the core; and if they could
show a probability of striking oil, a
seconad official examination would be made.
They had not sent in any information.
Mr. Maitland, who had made the first
report, would be happy to eat his words
and to report favourably on the indica-
tious; but pending this it would be im-
proper to expend money by subsidy or
otherwise. The department had no infor-
mation other than that contained in Mr.
Maitland's report.

Ms. MORAN:- Some time ago a re-
port appeared in the daily newspapers
from an eminent geologist on this matter,
and he would like to know if the Minister
saw that report. It was from a gentle-
man who cmine from an oil country, and
therefore should be treated with some
amount of respect. Had. the attention
of Mr. Maitland been drawn to this re-
po rt.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES: The
report was sent to Mr. Maitland, but he
had not urged Mr. Maitland to make any
farther repor on the oil prospects in the
South. Ot was possible some outside
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report might be received. It would be
highly improper not to take notice of the
advice of an officer of the department.

MIZ. MORAN: But the Minister was
not bound by it.

Tang MINISTER FOR MINES: In
this case be felt disposed to accept the
officer'sa report. If important informa-
tion came to him he might have a second
insp1 ection of the country made.

MR. JACOBY Several increases were
proposed in these estimates, but as the
matter of increases had been settled when
discussing the Education estimates hed did
not propose to say more about them.
As to the item for assistant geologist, he
protested against the Minister sending
out of the State for a gentleman to fill
the position when there was a man in the
country qualified for the position.

THRE MINISTERt FOR MINES: Applica-
tions would be called for.

Mn.. JACOBY: But the Minister in-
tended to refer the applications to persons
outside the State, The Government Geol-
ogist should take the responsibility of
making a recommendation. Mr. Gliezel
had applied to the Government for a
position, and one hoped his services. would
be obtained. Mr. G~czel was one of the
foremost geologists in Australia in regard
to oil matters. He had already rendered
great services to this country, and the
Minister should consult the interests of
the country and offer the position to Mr.
G~czel without advertising for applica-
tions. Whilst there was available talent
in the country, we should not go outside
for officers. He strongly objected to the
i mportation of a gentleman to take charge
of the detective force when there were
men in the country competent to fill the
position.

Mai. BATH:- After the remarks of the
hion. member (Mr. Jac'oby), the Minister
Should call for applications and submit
the applications to a board of experts.
The gentleman named would have an
opportunity of sending in an application.

Ma. MORAN: The member for
Hannans was a supporter of the policy
of sending out of the country for all
officers required fur the public service.
When a man had given long years of
service to the State and had undoubted
credentials, although he laboured under
the disability of being a foreigner--no
one doubted his capabilities ats a geologist

-he should be secured by the Govern.
meat, If he (Mr. Moran) were Minister
for Mines and was satisfied that Mr.
G~ezel was a good man, he would
engage him at once. This gentleman had
made a magnificent report on the geologi.
cal features of Western Australia in the
early days. Another gentleman of eminent
ability, Mr. Woodward, might have been

nappointed if prepared to accept the
sly. No necessity existed for going

outside the State to fill an appointment
carrying £450 a year. The two gentle-
men named knew Western Australia,
which was the great consideration, In
the matter of appointments, Ministers
would do well not to depend too much
on the recommendations of permanent
heads. The fact that two leading men
in a department did not agree on every
point might perhaps conduce to the
advantage of the State.

MR. HOPKINS: Strong advocacy of
the claims of any particular individual or
individuals to high apinltmenits Was
hardly a dignified p~roceeding on the part
of members of Parliament.

Mn. TAcoB-r: The bon, member (Mr.
Hopkins), being an expert in vulgarity,
did well to tak of dignity.

MR, HOPKINS: The proceeding
savoured of log-rolling.

Mn. MORAN: On that pointhle joined
issue with the hon. member (Mr. flop.
kins), who had shown himself a strong
champion of individual civil servants.

MR. Honxz~s: Only one civil servant's
case had ever been mentioned by him.

Ma. MORAN:. No loss of dignity was
involved in advocating the claims of a
man known to be fit for at vacancy.

Vote put and pasased.

Explosives and Anal ytical, £C2,129:
MR. MORAN: This vote must surely

be a puzzle to the average taxpayer. The
State employed a Chief Inspector of Ex-
plosives and Government Analyst, an
Assistant Government Analyst, a second
Assistant Analyst, a third Assistant
Analyst, whose salaries, together with
that of a clerk and accountant, totalled
£1,060. Did the Minister really Deed
such a big staff P

Tunx MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes;
the department was a paving one. It
analysed from 10 to 20 samples of spirits
daily for the Customs, and also made all
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analyses required by the various State
departments. The analysis of explosives
involved a vast amount of work: the
examination of a ship load of dynamite
meant from three to five days' employ-
ment for the whole staff. Moreover, the
Government Analyst was called on to act
professionally in connection with cases of
murder and suicide. Explosives and
fuses in magazines had to be constantly
inspected and tested. Magazine and
testing charges just paid the expenses of
the department. No claim for services
was made against the Federal Govern-
ment for spirit analyses, because acknow-
ledgment of such a claim would mean
a contra in the Federal book- keeping
accounts. The department centralised
all analytical work, and thus obviated
the necessity for the employment of
analysts by the various departments.
We had a highly efficient man in the
Analyst, and as far as lie could judge his
staff was none too big for him.

MRt. THOMAS asked for information
with regard to the new magazine at
Fremantle.

Tux MINISTER FOR MINES: There
was no item here for that. When the
Public Works debate camne on he would
explain fully. He was making arrange-
ments, and it was well, in the interests of
the magazine, not to make a public
announcement at present.

Vote put and passed.
Progress reported, and leave given to

sit again.

,ADJOURN MENqT.
The House adjourned at thirteen

minutes past midnight, until the next
Tuesday.

lLefslatibe Council,
Tuesday, 9th December, 1902.
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TEE PRESIDENT took the Chair at
4-30 o'clock, p.m.

PRAYERS.

PAPERS PRESENTED.
By the MINISTER FOR LANDS: I,

Western Australian Government Rail-
ways, Alteration in Classification and
Rate Book. 2, Papers in connection with
the closing of Fell's Crossing, Coolgardie.
3, Papers and correspondence in connection
with applications for pastoral leases in
the Euela Division for the past six
months.

Ordered: To lie on the table.

QUESTION-IMPORT DUTY ON NEW
SETTLERS' GOODS.

HoN. C. A. PIESSE asked the Minis-
ter for Lands: i, If the Government is
aware that duty is collected on the second-
hand working plant and furniture of new
settlers. 2, If so, does the Government
intend recommending remitting same to
applicants ?

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS re-
plied: and z, No; household effects
and equipment of intending settlers may
be introduced into any State f rom another,
free of duty, and without entry, to a
value not exceeding £50 for each member
of the family, on proof that the goods
have been in use by the intending settler
for the preceding three months.

QUESTION-TELEGRAPHS INTER.
RUPTION.

HON. T. F. 0. BRIMAGE asked the
Minister for Lands, r, Is there an ar-
rangeanent with the Cable Company for
transmitting messages when both or one
of the intercolonial lines are down. z,
Is the Government aware that business
is seriously injured through the line
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